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| T HE peace of nail ok er 6 com 


the Differences of Chriſtendom, white 
King of Spain s- "Sickneſs," who! is at Wevgth 

dead without Hue, alarm d it afreſn. The uncertain- 
ty of w ſhou'd ſucceed to the vaſt Dominions he 
was Maſt I ſome of which furniſh all this part g 
the World with Gold and Silver, cou'd not dure 

great Concera to all his neighbouring States and Prin- 
ces. The known Competitors for this great Inhe- 

ritance were, the preſent Emperor, the Dauphin, 

and the Prince Electoral of Bavaria. The former is 


„) 


(2) 
by all own'd to be the next Heir Male of the Houſe of 
— Auſtria, which has reign d in Spain near two Ages, and 
wou d be allow'd, even by the French, to have an tin- 
_ © queſtionable Title, - if the Salique Law, which ex- 
cludes Females from the Government, were of Force 
in Spain as it is in France. But that wiſe Conſtitu- 
con in the yes Government prevails not amongſt 


rs, who will blindly perſevere. to give 
IA 12 * Advantage over them, which the 
enjoys over the Laity in Popiſn Countties, viz. 

Tha it may ever be acquiring, and can never alie- 

nate. The Defect of it in Spain, will, I fear, coſt 
Chriſtendom very dear at this Conjuncture, ſince it 

1 opens a Door to the French Pretenſtons; it being well. 

[| | .known, that the Pas bin 's Claim was by bis Mother, 
| who was Daughter |ts Philip IV. Siſter to the De- 
ceas d King, and Varry'd to the preſent King of France 
immediately after the Pyrenean Treaty; by which: 
Treaty moſt folemnly ſwore to by both Kings, the: 

Spaerards thoughꝭ they hYd ſufficiently ſecured them- 

ſelves from he French Domination : And indeed ſo 

they had, if Oaths or Treaties hitherto accounted the 

molt; Sacred Tyes that God cou d enjoyn, or Makmd 
cou d deviſe, were of any Force. Fur tis not ous, 

that Lewis IV. and his Queen, did, upon theil Mar- 

in the moſt folkemn manner, rn all Pre- 
tenſions that might accrue'by it to:themang their Chil- 

dren upon the Spawyh Dominions, A as noto- | 
rious that the — Lewis XIV. did within theſe two 
Tears order the Count d Haræcourt, his Embaſſador at 
3 Mearid, to aſſert the Right of his Son the Dauphin 
| to the Spaniſh Succeſſion. The occaſion for his fo 


* was, that the ä Spin had tnade a Wall, 
decking 


. otherwiſe than 


declaring the Prince Electoral of Bavaria, the Third 
Pretender I mention d, Succeſſor to the whole Monar- 
chy. The French Embaſſador gbey'd his Orders, and 
gave in a Memorial, complaining of it ag an Injuſtice 
done to the Dauphin, whom he aſſerted to have an 
undoubted Right to ſucceed to that Crown. The 
Memorial I mention the rather, becauſe it ſhews. what 
a Deference his moſt Chriſtian Mijclty had Aber | 
time for the King of Spain s Will, The young Prince 
dy d ſoon after, which put a ſtop to the French In- 
ſtances, otherwiſe the Peace of Europe might have been 
diſturb d before the Spaniſn Throne had been vacant. 
His Death left the Competition between the Hopſes of 
Auſtria and Bourbnox, and all the Potentates of Chri- 
ſtendom full of Care for this great Deciſion. The 
boundleſs Ambition of the French King, who has 
en long obſery'd to aim at Univerſal Monarchy, 
ye the World reaſon. to fear that he would at- 
tempt the Union of both Monarchies, Which, if com- 
paſs d, wou d make it very eaſie to execute the remain- 
ing part of his vaſt Projects. His Power ſo lately 
felt in a Ten Years War, wag d againſt a Confedera- 
cy of the moſt powerful States of Europe, made it e- 
vident, That the Emperor alone wou d not be able to 
defeat his Enterprize, eſpecially if we conſider the Ad- 
vantages the Situation of France gives him over his 
Competitor, whoſe Territories are not immediately 
contiguous to any part of the Spaniſh Dominions; 
whereas France is not only contiguous to Spain, but 
| * it from the reſt of the World, with po part 
which, 2 Portugal, it can have any Commerce, 
| y Sea ; but the Emperor has not a Sea- 
port, nor a Ship in the vue and muſt therefore be 
| | 2 . be- 
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beholden to others, whenever he will attempt any thing 
upon Spain. Thoſe others ou d be only the Ea or 
2 they alone bein able to cope with France at 

z % thoſe two-Nations ſeemed to be under a neceſ- 
ad, Dilemma whenever the King of Spain ſhould die, 
either to ſit (till and ſee the French quietly take Poſ- 


ſeſſion of Spain and the Weſt Indies, or to renew an 


expenſive and hazardous War, unleſs ſome Expedient 


were fonnd out before the Caſe happened; to ſatisfie 


the Pretenders in ſuch a Manner as ſhould be leaſt Pre- 
judicial to ours and the Dutch Intereſt. Such an Expe- 

dient the Treaty of Partition was thought to be, and 
as ſuch agreed to by France, the King of Eneland, and 


the Dutch. The Advantages which redounded to 


the French by the Treaty, which annexed to their 
Crown the Kingdom of Naples and Sicily, with the 
Provinces of Lorrdin and Guipuſcoa,, beſi es ſome Sea-; 
port Towns in Italy, tnade it reaſonable to believe they. 
wou'd have ſtuck to it rather than have ventured ts 


+ N13 JOU 
draw on themſelves another general War. 1 


The King, who had the Intereſt of Eug land aig 
Holland to manage on this occaſion,” was unwilling: 
to engage em in a new War which they would have 
been neither overwilling, fe able to fuſtain, if the 
King of Spain had dy d- fan after the Peace; and 
therefore thought it möft a 
Fance, ſuch Provinces of the 5 Dominion as 
wou d be leaſt prejudicial to 197 Nitions: {And fuch 
tis evident thoſe bor. Ham rowhich if any one 
doubt, let him but conſider winkt thb ſing leon, 
0 French Hands, wofd not 8 — more 


deſtruftive to us than all. we have nam d: ; to fay 10 | 
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thing of Flanders, or the Veſt: Indies; all which, 
with the Body of Spain, could have been ſecur'd to 
the Houſe of Auſtria no other way than by a War, or 
Ris Trl. EEE, 5 7 


I am not ignorant that many Objections have been 
made againſt it, to anſwer all which were a proper 
Task for one throughly acquainted with all the Steps 


and Tranſactions of that Nezotiation, which I profeſss 4 
l am not, and I ſhall therefore in Vindication of it | 
3 only repeat that it wasdeſizn'd and calculated purely to 


preſerve the Peace of theſe Countrys, which fingle 
Argument ought ſurely to reconcile to it all thoſe 
who were weary of the laſt War, who complain d of 

the Heavy Taxes it occaſion d, and of the great debt it 
hath left the Nation loaded with, and who out of 
their great Tenderneſs to Exgland, oppoſing all ſuch _ 
equal and eaſy Methods of raiſing Money as wou'd. - 
have kept us out of Debt, took care the War 
ſhon'd be felt, leſt, ſaid they, the King, whoſe Am- 
bition and Delight was to head Armies, might by 

the Eaſe he ſhould find, in paying them, be tempted | 
to perpetuate the War. , 40 , E 4 1A pet 
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5 thlig ie Neceſſity of our Alain, flowing from | CK 
the miſtaken "Meaſures they took in furniſhing Sup- | 
plies t6* His Majeſty upon Land-banks, and other di- 
ficient Funds, forced him to make a Peace, which by 
this Treaty he has endeavour'd to perpetuate, will 
they find Faults? And complain of the Moderation 
of a Prince, who has done Violence to his own Mar- 
tial Inclinations for the Eaſe of his People? Or are 0 
the Gentlemen I ſpeak of on a ſuddain become ſuch: 


% 


| 422 
Champions for the Honor of England, and the In- 
tereſt of Euprope, as to object, that the Continuation 
of a Peace ſhou'd not have been purchas d at fo inglo- 
rious a rate; as by giving up to France, Naples, 
Sicily, &c. whereby the Ballance of Europe wou d 
be greatly endanger d, which tis our chief intereſt 
to port? If fo, I heartily congratulate with them 
their new magnanimous Reſolutions, which they 
il may ſoon have an cccafion to exert, the Treaty of Par- 
| tition being now quite out of Doors; and the Bal- 
i lance of Europe in far greater Danger by the Duke 
of Anjous acceſſion to the Crown of Spain. | 


But tis objected, that the Danger we. are now in 
is a Conſequence of the Treaty, which compell'd the 
King of Spain to make a Will in favour of France. 
Now granting this to be true, I appeal to any reaſo- 
nable Man, whether he ought from thence to infer, 
that we ſhou d fit (till and ſuffer France quietly to reap 
the Fruit of its perfidiouſneſs. Does not Experience 
teach us, that Meaſures concerted with the greateſt 
Prudence, at leaſt with the beſt Intentions, -do of- 
ten fail of Succeſs > Or ſhall the Falſhood of our E- 
nemies, which has defeated the end of a.wgll-meant | 
Treaty, furniſh us with an Argument to neglect our 1 
-own Safety? I hope no Engliſh-man will reaſon ſo 9 
extravagantly, nor be ſo blind as to revenge upon him- Y 
ſelf and his Country a ſuppos'd Miſmanagement f 
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the Court; were it not far better, if on all ſides wa Þ} - - 
Z ving an invidious retroſpection of paſt Miſcarriages, * 
1 we conſulted with as much Unanimity, as our common 
Danger requires, what meaſures are to be taken for our 
Future Security? ; | | 


That 


(2 


That we are in the Danger of loſing our 
Trade, our Liberty, and our Religion, will hardl7 
be denied by any Man who will ſeriouſly reflect on 
the Conſequences likely to attend the preſent Union 
of France and Spain; unleſs he can ſuppoſe the 
French King's Ambition ſatiated with this great Suc- 
ceſs ; and that as his Power to do miſchief ſhall en- 
creaſe, his Ill Will to us, and his Hatred to our Re- 
ligion, ſhall be leſſened. Or will it be ſaid to re- 
move our Fears, that he ſhall have no influence on 
the Spaniſh Counſels; that the Intereſt of France and 
Spain will remain diftinCt ; and that the new King, 
Grgetting his Country, his. Obligations to his Grand- 
father, nay, and his own Intereſt, (for Kings and their 
People may ſometinies have different Intereſts) ſhall 
become a perfect Speriard, and cultivate the old Al- 
Huances of his Crown? Will the Examples of the 
Dukes of Burgundy formerly, and of the Dukes of 
* Holſtein, who prov'd the moſt bitter Enemies to the 

Houſes of France and Denmark, of which they were 
deſcended, be alledged as Proofs that Brothers and 
Kinſmen, when Princes, do not agree better than 
mere Strangers. This Argument I own may be of 

force to prove, that hereafter the French and Spa- 
4 niſh Branches of the Houſe of Bourboun, if they con- 
3 tanue ſeparated, may have Quarrels and Bloody Wars. 
Nay tis very likely that the Deſcendants of the Duke 
of . Burgandy (if he have any) may after their 
23  Grandfather's Example proteſt againſt the Validity of 
his Renuntiation to the Duke of Arjox's : But tis our 
Misfortune that Ten Years good Agreement between 
the Grandfather and Grandſon may do our buſineſs, 


1 


and that the differences which may fall out afterwards 


— the two branches of the Houſe of Bourbon 
will come too late to retreive our loſt Religion and | 


Liberty. 


It io us therefore chiefly to take care for the 


preſent, and to conſider whether it be not moſt like- 


ly that Nature and Education, back d with the ſtrong- 
eſt Ties imaginable of Gratitude to a Grandfather, 


| who has not ſtuck at violating two moſt ſolemn Trea- 
+ Pyren. tys *, and hazarding a War, which may prove the 
and that of Ruine of his own Country, and to a Father who has 
Partition. renounc'd his own Right to aggrandize this new King, 
will not encline him to have the utmoſt Deference for 


his Benefactors. Or fhou'd we ſuppoſe him ſo very a 


King as not to be ated by any Principles of Nature or 
Gratitude, we muſt beleive him alſo very blind to his 


own. Intereſt, if he does not ſee that he will for a 


conſiderable time ſtand in need of his Grandfather's 
Aid and Protection, to ſecure both himſelf and his 


new Dominion- againſt Foreign Enemies, and thoſe 


inteſtine Diſturbances which, generally attend chan- 


ges of Governments in all Countrys. The fear of the 


French Arms induc'd the late King's Council to dictate 
a Will in favour of a French-man, and has compell'd 
the Spariards to acquieſce in it, and fo conſequently 


tves to the D. of Azjor's Title all the Strength it has: 


| Let that Fear be once remov'd, and'twill be impoſſible 
for him to defend Millan and Flanders againſt the Em- 
perour, or even the Body of Spain, in the Condition 


tis now, againſt the Portugueſe. 


Which. 


n * * . N 5 
. 


. 


ſideration. 
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Which makes 13 chat he cinnot depart 


from the Protection of France, without pulling on him- 


felf manifeſt Ruine. And the Continuation of that 


Protection he will certainly enjoy no longer, than 


while he deſerves it; by the moſt abſolute Compliance 
with the Directions hedhall receive from thence. If 
he prove an undutiful Child and be refractory, will it 
not furniſh the Dewphis with. a Pratence to aſſert his 
own Title, and invade Spain with the whole Power 
of France While the 1 ne to oy off 


ſome L md. 


would bed not \balides « cut "himſelf off from Al Hop 
of ſucceeding to the Crown of France, the proſpett of 
which is not ſo. remote, as not to deſerve his Con- 
The Duke of Burgundy” has no Chil- 
dren, and 'tis generally thought in France that he will 
have none ; till he have a Son, I am ſure 'tis the pra- 
ſent King of S bein s Intereſt to be a Fronch- man, and 
molt een to bo hieDeanifarher and Father; j\ eſpecial- 


| 15 ſince Finꝑs are a dl to have a Power of difpo- 


of their Crowns by Will; and conſunently, 
the upon any Diſguſt given his Parents, his Youn- 
er Brother the Duke of Berry: might be declar d Heir 
to the Crown, of Bic to his Prejudice, as he has 


ther to that of Si to his Fathers im Elder Bro- 
1er's. | 


Net of 
any Impartial Reader, if I ould further infiſt on this 
Argument, which but tov plainly at firſt ſight evinces 
the truth of what 1 would allcrt, to wit, That the 


Duke 


It would be a 5 offer'd to ue Jads 


( 
Duke of Anjou will enjoy a Kingſhip for ſome time 
purely Pimlar, andi to bet in effect no more thi an A 
ond: * toi his Grandfather.” 


'4 


vet if any Man require a Avonger Proof of ſive 
| here advance, I ſend him to the French King for 
Conviction : His Preference ot the Will to the Treaty 4 
of Partition reſolves the Queſtion. ' For fince tis ; 
well known that the ſtrongeſt Luft of Old. Tyrants. 4 
is to extend their Deſpotick Empire, and that not- 1 
withſtanding he has diſdain d to accept of Kingdoms, ö 
which, by adhering to the Treaty, he might have 
annex d to his Crown, can we ſuppoſe that he had. g 
leſs Proſpect in view, than at prefent to govern the N 


whole Monarchy of Spain And of taking ſuch 
Meaſures as ſhall hereafter annex that Empire to his 
own, or at leaſt the it confiderable Lerman of 
It 2 
Now if it be granted, that be has badet that | 
End, as it muſt neceſſarily be if Exgland, by acquieſ- 
cing to the Will Cs her Allies,” and ſiffers'the | 
new Domination of Fance to take Root; let us im- 
partially conſider whether after ſuch an Acceſſion of 
Power to a Prince, already too formidable, the Loſs 
of our Religion, Liberty and Trade Þ as I. have abe 0 
ready ſaid.) does not ſeem inevitable. 1 


* AY 5 
Y au <by © vo Age neue w 
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That it is the Intereſt and Deſire of * French to 
deſtroy both the Dutch and us, will eaſily be allow d, 1 
ſince tis we who for 4 long time have check A'théir ; 
Pride, and diſappointed j their Ambitious? Delign ; q 
Our Maritime Power iS terrible to her, nor will ſhe 
readily 5 


* 
* 
6 5 5 — — - 
. Pay * * he. * * 2 . * 
1 £ 


-- 


) 

readily forget the Affront receiv'd at I. Hogue, beſides 
that King's Affection to be the Champion of Popery, 
and his Uſage of our Proteſtant Brethren in his Domi- 
nions, tell us ſufficiently what we are to expect from 
Sa 4 e 

The ſame ſuperſtitious Principle will not fail to make 
the Spaniards concur cheerfully with any Meaſures 
he ſhall propoſe to ruine our Trade, which, being 
the great Source of 'our Wealth, 1s conſequently the 
greateſt Support to the Proteſtant Religion, ſo much 
abhorred by them. Arid what Opportunities they 
have of doing it, is but too obvious to any Man that 
knows what a vaſt Coaſt they poſſeſs in both Worlds; 
to ſay nothing of the Streiehts-mouth,” which, with 
the help of a Fleet, they command abſolutely. 


Noris there any thing to hinder the French from 
mon6pdlizing"the Wobl of Spdin, which wou d at 
once deſtroy our Fine Drapery,” which perhaps is the 
only conſiderable Manufacture in which we have no 
dangerous Rival. What Proportion this Part of it 
beats to the whole, 1/dinnot- determine; but tertain-- 
ly it is very confiderable; fince beſides the vaſt Quan 
tities of it exported to Tyrk y and Pera, we vent con- 
ſiderably of it every year to Himbourgh3 Holland, 
Ge. whereas we ſhalt then be oblig d to ſapply our 
ſelves with it from Frauee for our own Conſumpti- 
On. e LE ' 75 b | 1 N 

Beſides, can we doubt that whenever the French 
ſhall deſire it, the Spariards will clog our Trade to 
Spain with ſuch exhorbitant Duties, and give us tuch 
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| ( I2 ) | 
other Trouble: and Vexations, that we ſhall be ob- 
_ to quit that gainful Commerce, which will be 
d by Foe where all the that 
— from America will then Center, in return for 
the Linnen and Woollen Manufactures, it will be a- 
ble to ſupply their Indies and Spain withal. What if 
befides theſe Advantages, all the French Subjects ſhall 
be Naturaliz'd Speniards ; as ſuch, have liberty to 
Trade freely from France, to the Weſt-Indies Is it 
not evident, That, this ſingle Priviledge will enable 
them to under-ſell us? Though we ſhou d be al- 
low'd to Trade on our old Foot to Cadix; and that 
Val . 'twill carry all the Treaſure of the New 
orld to France ? Or can we promiſe Our ſelves, the 
continuance of that moſt benefigial Trade carry d on- 
of late Years by Connivance from Jamaica, directly 
to the Continent of their America? Can we, I fay, 
Far out ſelves any. Indulgences of!+that, kind 
rom the Frenchyfy d Spaniards, whe: Fra Abbe eren 
— their Ports? 03 3 mT 55 85 
1 Sidi 175 
71 might dwell much 1 on UTE <a Ng but af- 
ter hat has been higted, J appeal to — 
ble Man, - whether! ill not be in the Power of the 
French King to impoveriſh us more by a Ten: Years: 
Peace, as things naw ſtand, than tis n a War 
of the ſane continuance mou d d ow ena: dey 


* 


When this Miſchief i is felt, twill . in vain — 2 5 
to repent our miſtaken Meaſirres, in having preferr'd 
an ignominious and deſtructive; Peace, to a War 
— might have bern made wirh Adyantage; Safety, 
and . And if we ſhall then attempt a-War whe 
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(23- ) hs 
ainſt an Enemy, whoſe Wealth will be encreasd i in 
e ſame, or a greater Proportion than both ours, and 
the Datch will be leſſer d, *twill be too late; ſince we 
| ſhall be deſtitute of thoſe Allies wwe firſt deſerted, and 

hall have ſuffer d ſuch a Diminution of our Power at 
Home, that twill then be madneſs to provoke an E- 
nemy ſo much above our Strength. But there is no fear 
of. our being guilty of ſuch Raſhnefs ; we ſhall then 
have learn'd humbler Thoughts, and think our ſelves 
happy, if that invincible Monarch will allow us peace- 
ably. to enjoy the Product of our own Iſland. But e- ; 
ven that will in all probability be deny d us, and the 
continuance of that Inglorious Peace, Which many are 


now ſo fond of, muſt be purchas d at the. FARSI of 
our PURI and e boy 


The Abdicated* Prince wilt be p PREY 
and if we are ſtubborn, we (hall be us d as Tray tors to 
dy WON King) "I 5 vn 1 5 * 


E 


That ha French King — to Re- eſtabliſh ; 


that Family, will eaſily be 2 are ta, to; if we, conſider, 
that nothing, can be imagin' 4 75 agteeahle 95 Th In- 


tereſt, His Reſentment, His Aubition, and his blind 
Zeal for Popery. 'To his Intereſt, by humbling a 
free and powerful State, the Liberty and flouriſhing 
Condition of which muſt! be 7 — ye-ſores to a 

Tyrant who woud have all Peo ple as miſerable as his 

2 own Subjects, that they barn ar eaſily endure their 

| Slavery to his Reſentment, and Intereſt, by reve : 

1ng himſelf _ thoſe who have prov'd the mainOk. 
; ſtacle- to his long- courted Univerſal Monarchy ,, 
3 who, till they l be humbled, will continue to ry 
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a (14) 
fo. His Ambition, tis well known, was never ſince 
his Reign, ſo foyled, as by his forcd Compliance to 
own our preſent King, after a Ten Years War to ſup- 
port King James, whole Intereſt he had ſo often pub- 
lickly declar d he wou'd never abandon. And tis now 
the common Diſcourſe in France, that nothing is 
wanting to compleat the Glory of Lewis the Great, 


1 
0 


and to cauſe his Name to ſound above Charlemaign s, 


* 


but the Re · eſtabliſhment: of the King of England. 


When therefore to theſe Conſiderations we add, 
that Inſtigations will not be wanting from Rome to 
proſecute ſo Pious and Religious a Work as the Re- 
duction of England to the Catholick Faith (for that 
Wiſe Court will not only find its Intereſt by our Con- 
| verſion, but will ſecure the Peace of [taly, which is 

its great Aim, by procuring ſuch a Diverſion of the 

French Arms) when (I ſay ) we conſider all. theſe 
Matters {crioutly, we mult. be very Scepticks, if we 
can doubt that ſuch a Deſign will be ſet on Foot as 
ſoon as there ſhall be a Proſpect of its being carried on 
Succeſsfully; and that as ſoon as we, by acknowledg- 
ing the New King of Spain, and by refuſing to af 
ſiſt the Emperor in his juſt Pretenſions to that Me: 
narchy, ſhall have foręd both him and the Dutch to 
make the beſt Terms; with France for themſelves; 


” 
% - 


which, in their forſaken Condition, they: can ob. 
tain; From that Day will ceaſe the Confidence ſo ne- 
ceſſary to be kept up between us and our old Confe: 
derates, and we ſhall ſtand upon our ſingle Bottom, ex- 
pos d to the joynt Attempts of France, Spain, and Flau- 
ders; nay, perhaps gf Holland too, if we by de- 
| ſetting them at this time ſhall either expoſe them ” 


*$. 


nn a % ACA "On "ol 


” a" — % LY 
* 8 2 2 * 
_ * 5. na 
= by 


ES 2 
be Conquer'd, or drive them to a neceſſity of ſecu- 
ring themſelves from that Ruin, by throwing them- 
ſelves into the Protection of Exabieel' Task any rea- 
ſonable Man whether it is probable that in ſuch a Con- 
dition we can be thought able to withſtand their 3 joynt 
Attempts, divided as we are at Hothe ; and not 
ſecure: of the Affections of Scotland and Treland as 
were to be tet 7 10 K. . 


S0 that in our preteht Caſo, 1 40 not take the Ge- 
ſtion to be, Whether we ſhall have War or Peace? 
but, whether we ſhall with a good Grace, begin a juſt 
and honburible War, with-the Aſſiſtance of | 
ful Allies, or by declining it ſhamefully at — 
forc d in a ſhort time, for our o., Defence, to ode 
it with the utmoſt Diſadvantage ? Every: honeſt Eng 410 
Man will readily anſwer this N when ſo fat 03 - 
TI I TION 21 5 | S143 155 * 

If it be Obj efted, That tlie Queſtion i is not ot fairly: | 
ſtated, one of theſe three things muſt be urg'd a- 
gainſt the © foregoing Argument; either that France 
and Spein will not Attack us, nor endeavour to Re- 
eſtabliſh King James and Popery. | IE 


Or Secondly, That if they ſhou'd joyntly attempt 
it;  Englard alone one bo able o oer 1 _ 
Ant them. "35004 "ND 17 


Or Laſtly, That hotels they won 4 attack us, we: 
tall nd Confe derates 05 and — wa as. - 
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of Anjou mult Reign, his Miniſtry, be. ſupported, | and 
their Monarchy: be protected, all which will make 
their Dependance ſo Abſolute. upon that: Crewu, 


GEE 


Spain will not attempt us, I think enough has alrea-' 


dy been ſaid to prove, that it is the Intereſt and De- 


fire. of France; it remains therefore only to conſider, 
whether it be not moſt probable that Spain will con- 
cur to an Undertaking ſo Meritorious, according to 


the bigotted Principles of that People, whoſe blind 
Zeal will on ſuch an occaſion be rouz d, and anima- 


ted by all their Prieſts, and other Emiſſaries of the 
Court of Rome. Beſides, let any Man reaſonably (hew 

how their preſent King and Miniſtry can deny to 
France this, or much more, if requir d. It is by 


France, as we have already obſerved, That the Duke 


rted, and 


that they dare refuſe nothing; but tis needleſs by 
Argument, to confirm Matter of Fact, they have al- 


ready out- run Fears and Jealouſies, nay, even the De- 


by 


fires and Hopes of the French King, who has not 
at this time in Franee Vaſſals more fervily devoted: 
to him, than the Spaviſb Countil has ſhevn it ſelf” 
to be, by its late precipitate Meaſures: - . ü age 


The Spaniards will moreover, by ſo doing; fatisfie 
thein Reſentment conceiv d iagainſt us] for having 
preſum d to divide their Monarchy; for with Hat 
Diſdain and Indignation they received the Treaty of 
Partition, is apparent from the Meaſures they have 
taken to elude tire Effect. of it, ſince td preſerve their | 
Monarchy entire, they have receiv'd a King from 
France, and thrown themſelves into the Protection a 


* 


2 5 
the K Enemy of their Monarchy and Na- 
tion. 911 
I paſs now to conſi der the Second Objection, which 
I heattily wiſh could be made good, viz. That Eng- 
land alone will be able to defend it ſelf againſt the 
united Force of France, _ Sc. 


1 have as ; honourable an Onlaies of my Country as 
any Man, and do truly believe, that if by an abſolute 
Compoſure of our Inteſtine Jealonſies and Diviſions, 
theſe Nations, were put in a Condition to exert their 
full Strength, they might give work enough to What- 
ever Power ſnou d dare to invade them. But ſince 
ſuch an Union and mutual Confidence is rather to 

be wiſhed for, than be depended on, and ſince we 
Are wrangling and diſputing in whoſe Hands tis ſa- 
feſt to truſt our Arms; and are only agreed in this, 
to have neither a Standing Force, nor a well-regula- 
ted Militia, we can hardly be thought to be in a good 
Poſture of Defence. I would not here be miſtaken, 
or thought to be arguing for a Standing Army; on 
the contrary I kno „That. in many ancient Govern- 
ments, the whole Body of the People was fo Train- 
ed and Diſciplined, as — anſwer all the ends of the 
8 deſt diſciplined Atmy ; and-twere' to be wiſh'd, that 
A the. People of England had Vertue enough to put 
2 themſelves on the like Foot, uy, that our Nobility 
and Gentry, remitting - ſomethin of their preſent 
3 - Eaſe, aud flothful Laing —_ vouchſafe firſt to 
be taught themſelves Martial Diſcipline, and after- 
+ wards with a generous. Emulation would inſtruct o- 
4 hers. If ſuch a Spirit were ence ſeen amongſt them, 
| "the People would: readily follow their Example, and 
D 


it 


— 


( 


it t Won i in a little time be thought 
any way inconſiſtent with the Liberty of the Subject, 


if every Man were obliged to ſpend two or three 
Years in his Youth in 1 ualifying himſelf to defend 
1 


no Hardſhip, nor 


will dare to receive Gur Fleets, when every Ship that 


aper paſs the Streights muſt either tht its way, 
ay Tol, and when our Weſt-India Navigations 
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wil — | extteatly en the number of 
Men 


605 his Country; the Sword being thus in the Hands of 
N the People, could never be employed to their Diſad. 
64 vantage, and the Nation would be ſecure from all Fo- 1 
Wil | reign Attempts, ſince no Enemy would prove ſo ad. 
1 ventrous as to attack ſo populous a Country as Eng 
inn land, where every Man would be a Soldier. But t. till l 
— 11 ſome ſuch Method be taken, I do not think tis re- 
14 flecting upon my Country to ſay, That we ſhould be 
1 a hardly put to it to defend our ſelves by our preſent 0 
[AR Militia, againſt fo formidable an Enemy as we ſhall 
THER have to deal with. I ask then, if any'-prudent. J £ 
10 _ wou'd chuſe to hazard all that is dear to him m 
144 dubious Events, when tis in our Power by V 
WH: a kel Reſolution to prevent our Enemies, and me 7 
61 | their Countries the Seat of a War, which muſt other - fe 
i ] | wiſe be brought into England. =O | © 
if bh | Or granting that we ſhould, upon ſuch an Emer- 3 fo 
1! 1 _ gency, defend our febves with ſo much Unanimity, . 
1 Valor, and Good Fortufte, as to fepell their firſt Af. wi 
10 fault, what wilt” become of us When out Trade is 8a 
* loſt ?. Oc will our Fleets zwail as ought, when all Pe 
FS the Ports betwixt Ofte#a and Sicily ſhall be ſhirt *. 
1 * againſt them? For tis certain, nden ſuch a CDnjun- thi 
1 cture, neither Portugal, nor the little Talian Princes, 


n 
Men of War and Privateers, which out Enemies will be 


4 ableto, maintain along the vaſt Continent they are Ma- 


ſters of in-4 Americe; when, I ſay, the Sinews of War 


will be cut off by ſuch a Diminution, if not a total 
Ls of our Trade, muſt not our Maritime Power fall 
4 of Courſe ? And our Ifland by conſequence grow every 


Day more defenceleſs, and expos'd to freſh At- 
tempts? Let us then look abopt and ſee what Aſſi- 


ſtance we ſhall find abroad in our Diſtreſs? 


This leads me to the Third Objection I propos d 
to conſider, viz. | That tho England ſhall acknow- 
ledge the new; King of Spain, and refuſe to aſſiſt the 
Emperor in his Pretenſions to that Crown, we ball 
notwithſtanding find Confederates to aſſiſt us, whene- 
ver France and Spain ſhall endeavour to force King 


James and Popery upon us: the contrary of which 
fear will be too! eaſy to be proved. © 


War being in it ſelf an Evil, and no ways deſirable 


for its own Sake, twill eaſily be granted, that no 


wiſe State or conſiderate Prince will engage in it, but 


, with a proſpe& of ſhunning ſome greater Evil, or of 
gaining ſome Advantage ſo conſiderable, as to com- 


penſate for the Miſchiefs which neceſſarily attends 


it. If therefore we conſider, firſt, what advantages 
the Emperor propoſes by this War; then who will 
„ probably be his Allies in it, and what Moti ves will in- 

| duce them to aſſiſt him ; and that it be ſhewn 
afterwards, that our Refuſal to joyn with them will 
- FF defeatall the Hopes of the Succeſs they aim at, it will, 
&II think, follow naturally, that none of them will 
I hereafter be over- forward to undertake for us what 
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(2 20) 
we ſhall now refuſe to do for them, eſpecially if the 
Aſſiſtance we may hereafter deſire of them will no 
way anſwer the End they now propoſe, but on the 
contrary will expoſe them to far greater Hazards 
than we ſhou d now en by —_ into their 
Aſſiſtance. | 


To begin then, "The is 1 by a War, 
with the aſſiſtance of his Confederates, to get the 
Monarchy of Spain for one of his Sons, a Prize 
certainly worth contending for. He hopes in this. 
Pretention, to have for Allies, all thoſe who were 
Guarantees of the Pyrtnean Treaty; that is moſt of the 
Princes and States in Rurepe; and if the Reaſons 

which gave a Foundation t6' that Treaty; and par- 
ticularly to that Article of it, where Lewis XIV. 
and his Queen did renounce to all future Pretentions: 
upon the Spaniſb Dominions, if, I ſay, the ſame Rea- 
{ons ſpecify'd in that Treaty, do ſtill ſubſiſt, (which 
will hardly be deny d) the Emperor feems with Ju- 
ſtice, to demand of the Guarantees, that they will 
make good their Engagements... But becauſe Treaties 
of late are found to be a very weak Security, let us 
conſider what particular Intereſts are likely to. engage 
| many Potentates to afliſ him. 


F irlt then; 'tis probable the whole Body of theEm- 


pire will aſſiſt him powerfully, ſince beſides the Rea- 
ſons common to them, and to other Powers, as their 
being Guarantees of the P grenean-Treaty, and the ge- 
neral Intereſt to keep the Ballance even, if poſſible, 
between the two great Houſes ; the Emperor has a 
claim to MilJain, which it concerns them. to aſſert, 


7 

— 
11 of) 

2 


„ 


BE 


GE 
it being a Fife of the Empire, and by conſequerice 
upon default of Heirs Male, it muſt return to the vid. guicker-- 
Empire, without the conſent of which it cannot be din Phil. de 
alienated ; inſomuch, that though even the Arch- corner 5 
Duke had been calFd to the Crown of Spain, by un 4 


varii de Prin- 


the late King's Will, he cou'd not have enjoy'd Mil- cipibus Italiaæ, 


Ein without à new Inveſtiture from the E mpetOt. 2 Ed. D. P. 


And ſuch is the Conſtitution of the Empire, that e- 53. 
very Prince and State is oblig d to affert their own _ 
with the Emperor's Right in this Cafe. The great 
Security of each of them, confiſting in the Obligati- 
on they are all under to defend each part of the Em- 
pire, and to ſuffer no Alienation from it, but by 
their own Conſent. And whoever ſhould oppoſe ina 
Dyet their joynt Endeavours to aſſert that Right, may 
be put to the Emperial Ban, and be deprived of his E- 
ſtates. Examples of which ſome of our Royal Family 
tranſplanted there, may furniſh us with. Some Prin- be: 
ces of Germany are yet under ſtricter Engagements to 
the Emperor, as the King of Pruſſia, and Elector of 
Hannover, who in return for their new Dignities have 
_ obliged themſelves to furniſh on this occaſion conſi- 
derably more than their Quotas. The Circle of the 
Lower Rhine is highly concern d to keep the French. 
out of Flanders, ſince the Countrys of Liege, Cologne, 
Mente, Towers, Julier, and Cleves, would be extream- 
ty expos d by ſuch a Neighbourhood, there being alt 
the Reaſon to apprehend, that the French King would 
thereby be tempted to endeavour at making the the 
Rhine the Boundary of France, as it was of ancient 
Gaul. And if we take a view of the whole Empire, 
we cannot doubt but twill act in concert, ſince all the 
great Powers of it are known to be abſolutely in the 
| - Emperor's. 
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them. 


3 
Emperor's Intereſt, and ſhou'd any petty Princes have 
a mind to gainſay, a Majority in the Diet concludes 


* 4 


The Emperor has great Reaſon to hope, that three 
other Potent Nations will aſſiſt him vigorouſly, for 
their own Sakes, their Honor as well as Safety evi- 
dently requiring it: All three have been treated by 
France with ſo much Indignity, their preſent Circum- 
ſtances are ſo much alike, and the danger with which 


they are otherwiſe very nearly threatn'd, is ſo much 


the ſame, that I ſhall not part them, as I wiſh they 


may not ſeparate from each other at this critical jun- 


(ture. | 


It will eaſily be underſtood by what has been 


ſaid, that I mean England, Portugal, and Holland; 


over the two laſt the King of Spain pretends a 
Right of Sovereignty, as the King of France keeps 


at St. Germains ſome, who have the like Pretenſi- 
ons upon us. The Trade of all three becomes by 


this Junction equally precarious ; or, if there be 
any Difference, tis to the Diſadvantage of Holand, 


ſince the French, who are now become their Neigh- 
bours in Flanders, may with great Eaſe open the 


Navigation of the Scheld, and reſtore the Commerce 


of Antwerp to its ancient Luſtre, to the utter Ruine 


of the Dutch. 


Holland and Portugal in one reſpect ſeem indeed 
to be more expos d to their Enemies than we, ſince 
they are upon the ſame Continent with them; 


whereas our Azure Rampart keeps them at a greater 
Et Diſtance 


Diſtance; ſo that all the Reaſons urged to make 
England apprehenſive of this Union ought more 
ſtrongly to influencèꝰ them. ne 71 


If any Man ſhall object, that the Conformity of 
Religion is a Security to the Portugueze againſt the 
Caſtilians, let them conſider what an inbred Hatred 
there is, and has been for ſome Ages, between thoſe 
Nations, and how much the Indignation of the lat- 
ter will be increas d againſt a People, deem'd their 
Vaſſals, for their preſumption in having concurred. 
with us- to diſmember their Monarchy, and he may 
then change his Opinion. It ſeems therefore indifſ- 
penſably to be the Intereſt of theſe three Nations to 
aſſiſt the Emperor in dethroning the Duke of Axjon, 
ſince they have no other means to ſecure the Inde- 
ndency of their Governments, The Eugliſb and 
Dutch are yet more nearly concern d, upon their 
Refuſal, the loſs of their Religion, (which ought 
principally to be conſider d) muſt follow that of their 


Wbether the Northern Crowns will be engaged 

in this Quarrel, or contribute any thing more than: 
their Quotas, as Princes of the Empire, is uncertain. .. 
The Young Swedifh: Hero has his Hands full already; 
but tis not impoſſible that he may ſoon make a glort- 
ous end of his own: War, and then come or ſend 
to our Aid, in return for the good Office we lately 
did him; this we may be ſure of, that we ſhall 
not have both thoſe. Crowns either for or againſt 
Us. : q be 
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certainly be the Conſequence of his declaring for the 
Emperor, before there be a Power in Itah to ſupport 
him. But, if the leaſt favourable Succeſs of the League 
ſhou'd ever open him a Dore to come into it, we can- 
not think him ſo blind as to ſtand out, for the fol- 
lowing Reaſons, firſt, becauſe tis his Intereſt, that there 
{hou'd be a Power in {[taly to protect him againſt ſuch 
ill uſage for the future as his Anceſtors and himſelf 
have heretofore frequently received from France, 
which at preſent there is not, the Milainexe being 
now full of French Troops. | L 


' Secondly, The French being already poſſeſſed of 
thoſe Countries near him, which are to be fought for, 
and being not of a temper to part with any thing till 
they are forced to it, 'tis not probable that they will 


give him any ſhare of their new Acquiſition ; whereas 


the Emperor, who is not yet poſſeſſed of any thing in 
Tah, and whoſe Intereſt it is to engage that Duke, will 


eaſily be brought to make him conſiderable Offers, and 


to beſtow a great part of the Milaineze on him, if the 
War, he is about making, prove ſucceſsful, RT 


The other Powers of 1. aly will probably be neutral, 
and do all they can to avoid taking any ſide, till they 
are forced to it by the ſtrongeſt Party. e 


The 


Ge 25 5 3 
e "i be Look rig and fall n 


to all Buyers; and the moſt that can be expected from 
their Zeal to the Publick Intereſt even amongſt the 


Proteſtant Cantons, is, pn (hall ſell their Troops 
Five per ( Cent. FOE to us th an 0 Eu nee. 
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Having t thus 4 na ſhort View fee gra Ppwers | | 


ii Burops, an hee fo which of them will proba- 


bly be induced to eſpouſe the Emperor's Quarrel,; aud 


ing will be their Motives for ng oing, to proceed i 05 
my Argument I am to hew;, that without che 4 
ſtange of Evglond, the Emperourand his other 
derates; will not be 170 10 W the end 1 they: 50 
poſe. 1 , 

Th That End l take to WR 0 
4550 Joy of the whole. 'Monatchy.; or at kaſt;of 
Spain, the Weſt-Indies, and Flanders, and placing the 
Arch- Duke in his room. That a War vughtt not to be 


undertaken with any leſs proſpęct. is evident from mis 
Reaſon, 8 That P Sthanſuch a feels en 


anſwer the Main Proſe of the Confederates; or; fo 


long As then French {hall rule in Spain, which neceſſart- 


ly carries Helen with 1 Sanne Ameticg, un 
lend, Hol Portngel, (hut Beuel bei 
5 their Li berties: TOE e Trade not meer: 
| recarions? Or 0 S 4 the Frech {hall remaim 


landers, will not veland;, and Holl aug and ab 
che Princes A ee on the Rhine, think themſelves 


in the greateſt Danger? The Commons of England 

certainly reaſoned thus, in King Charles the II. s Thee 

when ſo many Addreſſes were preſented by them: And 
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the many Millions given by them in this Reign for 
the lame n lo ae ef Rar oy TOP 
The Rape eror + dn his Partizans . I TILL carry 


the thing farther: and ſay ; That fo long 25 the French 
ſhall have Naples, Sicily, and Millain, the Ballance 
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will be too much on their ſide, even cho an Auſtrian 


Prince were 8 2 of oe r ers, and the Weſt 
Indies. 


ape ing then that the Deſign of the Confederates 
is by a War to diſpoſſeſs the! new French King of Spain, | 


UV) , 144 - 


it is asked, Whether, withott the Aid of England, tis 


probable they can ſucceed in that Undertaking | >To. 


which queſtion, I, am confident, that all who are a- 
gainſt a War will readily atiſwef, No: and en 


ask whether, With the ang of Englaud, dis an 
Undertaking poſſible to be compaſſed. Than queſtion 


I mean to confider in another Place; and ſince tis 


ſufficient for my preſent purpoſe to have it agreed to, 


that without us they Will in vain undertake ſuch an 


enterprize, I will, with ty Adverfaries, take it too for 


granted, and from thence Ae That ſince our Re- 


faſal to joyn with them, will defeat all the hopes of 


natprall 75 that ; 
none of them will hereafter he forward to un- 


the Succeſs they aim at, it follows 


dertake for us, if we ſtand in need of their Help, 
ne we wa now refuse to do. . For Thea: ©." 
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| Biit becauſe it may be objected a avs my con- 
cluſioa, that Reſentment. and Paſſion, ought not 
to influence the Councils of wiſe -Gartennments ; 2 
that particular Piques are ever ſacrificed: to the: 
Intereſt of State, and that therefore the Powers a- 
bove- named, findfüg it to be their Intereſt; may 
bei inducedit to aſſiſt us hereafter in our! Diſtreſs, 
notwithſtanding the Diſatisfackion whichi 900 roy 5 
. Deſertiom of them mw" ocaſion * 370 

$309 24. ie + IN MY fo : i, 0-38 

10 remove the. funk of. this Objeftion, is us 
particularly examine: what! Powers tis reaſonable for 
us to expect will engage in our Defence. Will 
the Emperor turn Champion for the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion and the Liberty of a People, who will have 
ſo highly diſobliged him? When his hope of pre- 
ſerving the Spaniſh Monarchyin his Family by our 
Aſſiſtance, will befor ever defęatecdʒ which Hope 
was the main Reaſon that has kept him our Ally ſo 
long. Is it not more reaſonable to apprehend, 'that 
the Pope may mediate an Accommodation between. 
him and France, by intermarry ing procuring. 
to him perhaps ome: Province, Which {1s mofe 
than he can ever; by his- own-Force, -wreſt from 
France, if he ſhoud obſtinately malte War by him 
ſelf. On the contrary, r ſuch ja Wat! won dfruine chim. 


and diſable him ye ar 1 if he ſhoud. | 
have the Will to do it. | 


= 


"Quin any Proteſtant, ab INN, reflect on the, 
fatal Conſequences. which woutd- attend ſuch an Ari: 
commodation. I ſhall not, for brevety's ſake, re- 
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peat any thing on that Subject, which Goveral Han 5 
phlets have been already taken notice af, but proceed 


to examin from what other Allies we may hope for 
Alfiſtance. T3: 91 | 23 5 i 


As for the. Protefiant Princes of ( y tis not 
ſure that they will -preſerite * free 3 or if 
they do; is iti probable that they can give France 
ſach a Diverſion. as wou d be neceſſary to fave: 


us? Eſpecially when ſuch an Alliance wou d fur- 


niſh the Emperor with a Pretence to forward ſo 
Holy a Work, as the Deſtradtion of Hereſie; to- 
wards which Deſign” tis moſt:prabable- that his Zeal 
and Ambition. will then direct him, when his other 
great Hopes are . Og | 
Kr cies 

The Northern 1 are td remote; an too 

poor, a A Fan or eifel Aid.” ek 


"Tis highly e that: the Hollonders will 
bo able to preſerve their :Gavernment:ino; other 
way, than by chrowing themfel ves into the Pro- 
tection of France; arid in this Caſe their whole 
Power by Sea withhoatways ready” to att againſt us 
at the 'Will | of Fance; and their Situation . wilt, 
beſides cut us off from all 2 frotn Gas! 

many But if any otie eam ſup 
be able to preſerve their Go 
Terms, it muſt be ſo . > por 2 ill 
not dare to to give the leaſt Jenlouſic ro their Watch | 
Ht by Fer Our Nelie iir 
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that if ever we want Help, We 


 Ferſons, I heard qugted for i 0h the Approbat. 
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From theſe Confleiaion, dis, I think. b 15 
lies able or willing to defend us. 28 been 
"a in the Wee LOG of thi Dior 
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Fabi to o dend os is that we 


in need of Alliance; there = the we a 
too plain, We hall be a YE. to aur be 
mies. 04: 5- 
„Haag thus, 805 U 185 which fo. 15 12 
undkniable ſhewn what = be the neceſſary 
Conſequences of a Peace, . 2/%« The utter Ruine 
and Deſtruction” of our Trade, Liberty and Re- 
ligion : I would proceed next to offer ſome Thoughts 
concerning 2 War, but that I have latęly heard of 
an Expedlent propoſed. by ſome to — al, with- 
out the Hazard or Expence of it. The rank of the 


tion which I PRs it met x from ſome, wha! 


pa for Men, of good Undeiſtä in dings, induced me: 


to offer it. to the ( Wien 4 my Reader. But 


I do before: hand beg 25 hrs if after having 
this, raiſed their judge it: Find 


be the Mountains Birth. erte SOL hg — 
our Security againſt the Dangers we. apprehend, 


That a Treaty [ be made with France and Spain, 
wherein A ball bee dei ſtipulated, That neither 


Ff tboſe Crowns . (hall . make any nee 0 
| give the leaſt Diſturbance to our Trade. On the 


contrary, 
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contrary, tis ſaid that France is ſo. deſirous to pre- 


(ye! the Peace of Europe, that rather than Diſo- 
dage s, ds tö be hope they will. condeſcend 


to Make new Treaties of Commerce with us more to 


f — Advantage than thoſe which now ſubſift. It 


all be . moreover eſpecially provided , that no 
Attacks hall be made on the en who 
for, | theit greater Security, ſhall be allow d to 


maintain Garriſons in ſome of tlie ſtrong Towns 


of Flanders, which, being in Dutch Hands, will 
be ſo many Pledges of the punctual execution 
of whatever ſhall "be agreed on; and to inforce 
the more the religious Obſervation of. ſuch” a 
Treaty, we are to put our ſelves in a poſture 


of defending our ſelves againſt any breach there- 


of, which our Enemies might oo. 


— — o 5 2 * 
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a Now, of ſuch-who roo this nobie bel. 
I will crave leave to ask one Queſtion, that i is, Who 
ſhall be Guarantee of ſuch a Treaty? It muſt ei- 


ther be God or Man. But If; the French wou d ; 
have accepted of God Almi ghty for Gaurantee 
of their Treaties, or be boand by the Reve- 


rence which, even Heathens, Pay to Oaths, rag 
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From heir ka of ng 11 1 W we: 


may truly ſay, of all thoſe ever made by their 
preſent King, tis manifeſt, that the French exclude 


God Almighty from being Odatantee of their 


Treaties. 


ls 
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| If Man ſhall be Guarantee of ſuch a Treaty, 
I demand who this Man, or Men, ſhall be? Will 


the Emperor be one? But by the very State of the 
Queſtion, we are ſuppoſed to have deſerted him and 


his Intereſt, and to have left him to ſhift for him- 
felf the beſt he can: Without him, is there a 
Power in Europe ſufficient to give the Law to 
France and Spain united? Or granting there be, 
ſhall we be ſure that all the Princes, who muſt 


compoſe ſuch a Guarantee, will, on a ſuddain, re- 


concile their different Intereſts, and engage them. 
ſelves in a War to make it good, purely for 


the fake of two Nations, who will have {et 


them a Pattern to ſlight ſuch Engagements, by ha- 
ving ſo readily. acquieſced in the Notorious Indig» 
nit ſo lately put upon them. Is it not there» 
fore evident, that ſuch a Treaty will only ex- 
poſe us to the Deriſion of our Enemies? Who 
having thus clinched the firſt Trick put upon us, 
by a worſe, will have reaſon: to make Sport of 
our fond Credulity. or r he bild 
As to putting our ſelves in a Poſture of Defence, it 
ean only mean, Increaſing our Forces by Sea and 
Land ʒ that 5 ICY f putting Our c ſelves to near the 
fame expence which would defray a War, to do 
nothing. ve whe! 5 


„ 0 
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| To evince more fully chi Inſufficiency of any 
fach1Proje&;.andioto ew on the C ntrary, how = 

ber iet liv /owd prove to the: Deſigns. of thoſe 
ho mean to introduce Popery and Slavery , I 4 
will beg leave to make one Suppoſition, which, for 
the better Information of my Reader, and for A 
* — A hope I may be allowed to ? 
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Let us appel chen, that France : ever watch- 
ful, .and-! ready to promote it's. Intereſt in Foreign 
| Couttries , „ ſhonld have thought it adviſable 10 
entertain 'Emiffaries among us, whoſe. Buſineſs It : 
ſhould' be not only to fend over faithful Advices 
fall that paſts here, but likewiſe by the Cue. 
dit ſthey ſhould endeavour wh ain with People 
ef ſbveral Ranks, to Pprepar way for Nag 
Jamet; and ſuppoſing "thi ſome Engliſh-men, 
either corrupted with French Money, or acted by 
miſtaken Principles of Zeal and Loyalty, to, what 
they call he Right Line, 2 ſhould proue Baſe or 
Blind enough to undertake ſuch a part: how 
ought we feaſonably to imagine that ſuch Men 
wolr'd A& and Speak > Do we not believe, that 
in cal-thet/ Converſations they wou d cry up the 
Ktvantages of Peate? Would they! not 2 
their Eloquence in - ſetting. forth the 
State of the Nation, al ready exhauſted by a0 
great Taxes of the laſt War, and made thereby 0 
unable to contribute towards the Expences of a 1 
new one? Would not the peaceable Diſpoſi _ © 
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C2 | 
of the King of France, ſhewn by his Willingneſs 
to Purchaſe the Peace of Reſwick at a very dear 
rate, furniſh them with ſpecious Arguments to 
* prove, that we have nothing to fear from an 
old Prince, abandoned to the Counſels of an 
A older Woman? If theſe, or the like Argu- 
ments failed of Succeſs ; wou'd they- not en- 
deavour to beget in People a Diffidence of 
his Majeſty, by inſinuating, That we know 
not what Secret Practices have been manag'd 
between him and. France? Or how far both 
Z Kings are agreed to inſlave all Europe? That 
a Sham War is neceſſary to blind Folks, and to 
get a Standing Army, which is ſtill the Bottom 
of this whole Deſign. | 
such Chimeras, whiſpered with a ſeemin 
# Concern for the Liberty and Good of Emglard, 
might deceive - the Unthinking. But it any 
# ſuch Emiſſaries, as I have ſuppoſed, ſhou'd have 
had ſo much Art and Dexterity as to get Acceſs 
to his Majeſties Perſon and Councils, how is it 
2 probable they wou d then direct their Batteries? 
If they had not to do with a Prince, whoſe 
great Wiſdom makes him as uncapable of mi- 
ſtaking his own and his Peoples Intereſt, as 
his high Spirit makes it impoſſible that he 
mou d ever condeſcend to any Meaſures that 
might leſſen that Glorious Character he is ſo 
juſtly in poſſeſſion of, they would certainly ad- 
viſe ſuch a Treaty with France and boldly 
+ preſs, to have the Duke of Arjon owned 
3 ng of Spain immediately. Their Advice 
might be inforced by creating a Diffidence — 
? F the 


(34) 


the Parliaments. readineſs to vindicate the Ho- 
nour of his Majeſty, and to provide for the 
common Security. Which Diffidence might be 
founded on this falſe ground, That becauſe 
the Commons of England wou d not in time 
of Peace keep up — Armies, nor over- 
look the many Abuſes put upon His Majeſty by 
hungry Courtiers, who wanted not a Stomach 
to fwallow all the Eſtates of Ireland, if their 
Rapine had been tolerated ; it ſhou'd therefore 
follow, that the ſame Commons wou'd not 
take greater Care to -prevent King James's. ma- 
king Grants of all the Eſtates in England: Or 
that the ſame Teal that moved hon. to take 
ſuch wiſe Precautions, to prevent our own 
Kings from bringing in Slavery upon us, by 
Standing Armies, wou'd not warmly inſpire 
them with ſuch Vigorous Reſolutions, 'as may 
diſappoint our Enemies, who wou'd force it 
upon us from Abroad. 
If, by ſuch Miſrepreſentations of Engliſh par- 
| laments , a jealouſie of them could once be 
raiſed, more Troops, and a Treaty with France, 
were a ready Salvo ; nor wou'd there be wan- 
ing Preſidents in our own Hiſtory to back their 
Advice, 
But | His Majeſty's Slim Genius being es 
0 as would certainly awe the moſt se and 
; corrupt Councellors from propoſing ſuch wicked 
| and ſhallow Meaſures, and which proved ſo: fa- 
tal to his Predeceſſor; let us conſider w 
other Miſchiefs their, ſurreptitious Favour migli 
te enable them to compaſs . Why? e may be 
ure 
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ſure they wou d affect Popularity, by talking 
againſt Taxes, and arguing againſt the neceſſity 
of a War, which would have this good Ef- 


fect; That the Multitude judging of the Situ- 
ation of Affairs by the Countenances of thoſe 
who were at the Helm, and finding all a- 
bout Court ſerene and unconcerned, wou'd con- 
7 clude, they were in no Danger; which mi- 


ſtake they might be confirmed in by the un- 
ſhaken - and ſteady Temper of His Majeſty , 
whoſe Magnanimity ſo often tryed in great 
Adverſities might, by the Unthinking, on this 
Occaſion, be miſcontru'd as a certain Symptom 
of Security: Whereas, it ſeems to import ex- 
treamly at this juncture, that People be made 
thoroughly acquainted, with their Danger, leſt 
by ſome haſty and precipatate Reſolutions, they 
put it out of their Power to provide againſt it. - 
The ſame Emiſſaries wou'd undoubtedly ob- 
ſtruct, as much as in them lay, any Offers 
made by His Majeſty, or his Parliment, at Re- 
pairing, if poſſible, the Great Loſs this Nation 
has made by the Death of His Royal High- 
neſs the Duke of Glouceſter , ſince the Prote- 


| ſtant _ Succeſſor, that ſhou'd be appointed, 
might prove a Rub in the way of the Frenchifyed 
Family; befides, that the Concurrence which 
his Preſent Majeſty ſhou'd give to ſuch a Pro- 
d # vihon for the Settlement of our Religion and 


Liberty upon a firm Baſis, wou'd intirely ſe- 


cure to him the Affections of his People, and 
deſtroy the falſe and malitious Inſinuations they 


and their Partiſans wou'd ſuggeſt; as if His 
F 2 Majeſty 
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Majeſty had no farther Concern for our Safety, 
than during his own Life; the contrary of 
which is ſo manifeſt, by the Great Things he 
has already done for us, that 1t argues an 1n- 
curable Perverſeneſs to ſurmiſe otherwiſe. For 
ſhou'd Men deny this Truth, our Records will 
tranſmit down to Poſterity, with a Multitude 
of wholeſom Laws, and Conſtitutions, the 
Memory of this illuſtrious Hero, who never 
thonght it beneath his Kingly Dignity to 
gratify the juſt Deſires of his People, even by 
the Diminution of his own Prerogative. 

But ſuch is the Levity of Mankind, that 
Groundleſs Suſpicions are often received as clear 
Proofs; and ſhould the Penſioners above-men- 
tioned prove ſo induſtrious and ſucceſsful as 
to get the Places of greateſt Truſt filled with 
Men, who thought their Rightful Maſter were 
beyond Sea, whoſe nice Conſciences con'd ne- 
ver be reconciled to His preſent Majeſty's Title, 
and who were known Enemies to thoſe Po- 
pular Principles, which gave a Birth and Foun- 
dation to our preſent Government, and by which 
alone it can, for the future, be ſupported. 4 

Would not ſuch unexpected Meaſures ſeem. 
to authoriſe very extravagant Jealouſies, and 
mig it they not ſtartle Men tlie beſt affected, 
by making them apprehenfive, that ſome ſuch 
Bargain were driving on, as our Hiſtories give 
us an Example of in King Stephen? Would not 
the fearful Prudence of many rich Men in- 
cline them in ſuch a Caſe, to make their pri- 
vate Peace, and to be reconciled to thoſe who 
might become our Maſters, (for there are not 

| wanting 
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637 
wanting Examples of Men, who even, during 
a War, have made Private Treaties of Peace 
with the Enemies of their Country) and would 
not the Multitude, judging it ſelf abandoned by thoſe 
from whom it expected Protection, be prepared 


without Oppoſition to wait for a new Revolution. 


If it be true, That Men paid from France, 
and directed from St. Germains, would uſe ſuch, 
or the like Artifices, to bring about their wicked 
purpoſes, it is certainly incumbent on an Engliſh 
Parliament , by taking oppoſite Meaſures, to leave 
no room for, ſuch Practices. | . 
Our Enemies deſire to ſee ſuch Men amongſt 
us advanced to Places of Truſt and Dignity 


as are Enemies to His Majeſty's Perſon, and to- 


that Liberty he has ſo wonderfully ſecured to 
us. Since therefore the High State of Kings 
make it difficult, if not impoſſible, for them, to 
be throughly acquainted with the Principles of 

all thoſe who have the Honour to approach 

their Perſons, if ever it, ſhould happen that a- 
ny ſuch, with miſchievous Intentions , ſhould 

inſolently intrude themfelves into Poſts of the 
greateſt Truſt, does it not ſeem confiſtent with 
the Allegiance and Zeal a Parliament ought to 


have for their Prince, in the moſt humble man- 


ner to lay before him, the Danger his Perſon and 
Government might be expoſed to by a miſpla- 


. ced Confidence. 


The Fnemies of our Religion and Liberty 
wiſh, that we may be as careleſs in providing 
for the Succeſſion of Exgland , as our late Al- 
lied the Spaniards were for theirs. Such an O- 
miſſion would furniſh our Good Ally the _ 
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| ( 40 ) | 
of France with a fair Opportunity of ſhewing 
us as great Marks of his Friendſhip , as he has 
done to Spain, by ſupplying us in time of 
need with a King of his own breeding up. 
What though he ſhould exact of us to pay the 
Charges of his Education, and ſend us in a Bill 
for the Expence he has been at in attempting 
to reſtore him ſooner ; Can we in Gratitude 
do leſs than fatisfie fo juſt Demands? And tho' 
we ſhould not have Ready Money enough to 
pay immediately ſo juſt a Debt, would it not be 
reaſonable to give our Obliging Friend, the 
King of France, Cautionary Towns for a Se- 


curity, till it were punctually diſcharged ; and to 


ſtone , upon ſuch a Conſideration, all the 
Publick Debts, contracted in Defence of an U- 
ſurpation? Will an Engliſh Parliament leave the 
leaſt Door open to ſuch Miſchiefs? Sure it will 
not, but rather take Warning from the Exam- 
ple of a Neighbouring Nation, and take Care that 
Count Tallard be not made a Duke for Services of 
the ſame Nature in Exgland, with thoſe of the 


Duke D' Harcourts in Spain. 


If ſome Proviſion be not made at their next Seſſi- 
on, will not our Enemies both at Home and abroad, 
look upon ſuch an Omiſſion as a tacite Indication, 
that the Nation is prepared to receive a Prince that 
ſhall be nameleſs? And wou'd not ſuch a Delay 
prove by ſo much of more fatal Conſquence to us, 
than the King of Spain's Will did to that Country, 
as that our Religion runs the greateſt of Hazards 
by ſuch a Turn. 0 
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T know there are ſome who wou'd be thought 
Proteſtants and Freemen, who fondly flatter them- -. 
ſelves, that a Boy Baniſh'd by-Erg/and almoſt as 
ſoon as Born; who with his Milk ſucked in Po- 

ry, and an Averſion to England, which have 
been ſtrongly Inculcated into him till the Age of 
Thirteen by two moſt Zealous, Stubborn and Re- 
vengeful Parents, will forget that his Great Grand- 
Mother and: his Grand>Father had their Heads Cut 
off by the People of England. That the ſame Peo- 
ple have twice Forced his Father into Exile, De- 
poſed him, and Reduced himſelf with both his 
Parents to Beg their Bread in a Foreign Country; 
That I fay, forgeting all This, and laying aſide 
all thoughts of Promoting the ſame Religion, and 
the ſame ſort of Government he has been taught 
in France, he will prove a Defender of the Pro- 
teſtant Faith and the Liberties of Exgland. 


* 


Men ſo Infatuated God only can reſtore to their 


1 right Senſes by reſtoring Him they wiſh for, un- 


leſs the Sins of this Nation ſhou'd ſo far provoke 
Divine Vengeance as to bring ſuch a Revolution 
upon us. I. deſpair theſe Men can ever be per- 
ſwaded of the neceſſity we are under to entail 
the Crown of England upon Proteſtants. 


But leaſt any man of Principles quite oppoſite, 
ſhou'd be made a Tool to them, and Joyn with 
them in oppoſing the Settlement of our Succeſſion, 
I beg leave to addreſs my ſelf to ſuch as ima- 
gine, that when our preſent Settlement is run out, 

8 a Com- 


1 ( 42 ) 
a Common-Wealth may be ſet up, and are therefore 
againſt enlarging it. Their hopes I conceive to 
be ill founded for the following Reaſons. 


Firſt, Becauſe there is}a great Majority againſt 
them throughout the People of Exgland, nine in 
ten of which are for fticking to the Ancient 


Conſtitution” | %% 7 


Secondly, Becauſe there are not Ten Common- 
wealths-men in England agreed upon any Scheam 
or Plan of Government, for which reaſon 'tis im- 
poſſible they ſhou'd ever Act with ſo much ſted- 
dineſs and unanimity as wou'd be requiſite. This 
truth is manifeſtly confirmed by the experience of 
that variety of Governments which were fet up 
Succeſſively after Crommeil's death; and which all 
ended in bringing ia King Char/es the Second of 
pious Memory. F . 


Thirdly, Becauſe their Adverfaries wou'd Act 
in conſert, being united under one Head; and 
' whatever may be Objected againſt Monarchy when 
ſettled, tis certainly, in turbulent Times, the Go- 
vernment moſt likely to prevail. 


Fourthly, If by a Common-wealth they mean 
a free Government, and wou'd be ſatisfi d with 
the thing, tho' it want the Name of Republick, 
*tis far more probable to attain that end by Set- 
tling the Succeſſion, than by any other way; 
ſince it may be done with ſuch Limitations as 
weill abundantly ſecure our Freedom. *Tis there 
fore to be hoped that the preſent Parliament wo | 

f take 


0 
take this Matter into their ſerious Conſide- 
ation, and by complying with the earneſt wiſhes 
of all honeſt men Who expect it, defeat the Ar- 
tifices of our moſt dangerous Domeſtick Foes. 


Our Enemies wiſh the King may be diſabled, from 
reſenting the moſt Inſolent Affront put upon him, 
and that he may authorize their unparallel'd Per- 
fidiouſneſs, by acknowledging the Duke of Anjou, 
hoping that ſuch a'Condeſcenſion, may leſſen that 
Reputation of Valour and Wiſdom, which has for 
ſo many Tears, proved the greateſt Obſtacle to 


their vaſt Deſigns, 


IS it not therefore to be hoped, that an Engliſh 
Parliament, will have a tender regard for the Ho-. 
nour of a Prince, whoſe Reputation has hitherto 
ſtood us in ſuch ſtead ? for if ſo many Princes of diffe- 
rent Religions and Intereft, as were Confederated 
in the laſt War, Armed in our Defence, and by 
a perſeverance ſcarce to be ParallePd in any Hiſto- 
ry; remained in firm Union for Eleven years ; 
muſt it not he .own'd that his Majeſty's great 
Genius, firſt gave motion, and afterwards directed 
all the ſprings of the complicated Machine ? Shall 
not then the great Council of our Nation, when 
their Advice is Asked on this important affair, diſ- 
{wade his Majeſty, from making a Step, Which, by 
leſſening his Character, will leſſen his Power to 
dub good, If n d LOOT et 


If I ſhou'd ſay that it nearly concerns the Ho- 
nour of Exgland, as well 2s the King's, to reſent 
the King of France's Violation of the Treaty of 

: =. x4. Parti- 
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Partition I know *twouw'd diſoblige ſome Gentle- 


men, who are of a contrary Opinion; becauſe, ſay 
they, the People of England had no hand in ma- 


king it, But of ſuch I will ask, Whether, tho? 


it had been ratified by the Parliament, the King 
of France wou'd have had greater _ to it! 
If not, and that France could not reaſonably con- 


clude, but that it wou'd meet with a general ap- 


probation, which ought certainly to be ſuppoſed, 
till the Legiſlative Power had declared otherwiſe ; 
it is evident, ſhe has offered the -higheſt Affront 


- 


to the Nation, as well as to his Majeſty. 


If it be Objected, That it wow'd be of very evil 


Conſequence, that the Nation ſhould be. obliged to 
make good, at the expence of Engliſh Blood and 
Treaſure, all ſuch Treaties as future Kings may 
make, to the diſadvantage of England; and that 
therefore we are to be no farther concluded by 
them, than our Parliaments ſhall judge them to 
be, for the Honour and Advantage of the Pub- 
lick. I Anfwer, That no Nation we ſhall treat with, 


will for the ſame Reaſon, think it ſelf bound by 


any thing ſtipulated with us, ſince whenever the 


wy 
ſhall be preſſed to execute any Treaty, which _ 


ſhall think to their diſadvantage, they may wit 


truth object, that Obligations, to be of force, ought 


to be mutual ; whereas they can have no ſecurity 
of a Compliance on our, fide, fince *twill be in 


the Power of a Parliament, to diſable our King 


from performing His part of the Covenant. 


If 


of N 


— 
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If it be from hence Inferred, That all Treaties 
made between Us and other Nations ſignify juſt 
nothing, it belongs to our Legiſlators to - conſider 
whether this be one of the many Defects in our 
Conſtitution, which 'tis their Province to reme-. 
dy ; ſome Proviſion againſt ſuch caſes for the fu- 
ture, is certainly more conſiſtent with their Wiſdom - 
at this Dangerous conjuncture, than unſeaſonable Ca- 
vils againſt the Prerogative of a Prince who has 
already done ſo much to better our Conſtitution ; 
that *twill- viſibly be no Fault of His, if under 
His Reign it be not brought to the greateſt Per- 
fection tis capable of being Improved to- 


U 


n | 

"Our Enemies by a Peace deſire to ſecure theme 
ſelves in an undiſturbed Poſſeſſion of their ill got- 
ten Acquiſitions, and building upon our Complai- - 
ſance, and perhaps upon Aſſurances given them 
from {ome Engliſb Portocarrero's are already forming 
Projects to wreſt from Us our Religion and Li- 
berty. And we, good natured People, ſhall let the 
World ſee that Spain is not the only Country 
where French Money and Artifices have prevail d 
over the National Intereſt. Will not the Parliament 
rather Adviſe and Enable His Majeſty Once more 
to take upon him the Glorious task of Reſcuing 
Europe from Bondage, and ſetting Bounds to the - 
inſatiable Ambition of France. 


How much ſuch an Enterprize; if it ſucceed, 
will redound to the Glory, Profit and Security of 
England is needleſs to mention. It remains 4 | 

e Fn 2 " IOTe «- 
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fore only to conſider what means we have to ef- 
fect it; that is what Forces our Confederates and 
we can bring to bear againſt France, and what 
ſhe can probably oppoſe. to us. ; 


To begin with England, *twill be allowed that 
if ſhe think fit to Engage in a War, ſhe can and 
will maintain a Naval Force; which , with the 
aſſiſtance of Holland will he Superiour to that of 
our Enemies in the Ocean, the Mediterrantcan and 
in America. The advantages which ſuch a Maſtery 
at Sea, well managed, may give us, are too many 


to be enumerated. That Eight or Tea Thouſand 
Land- men on board our Fleet, may frequently be 


of very great uſe, is likewiſe undeniable, and 
A 150000 La year added tO the preſent Eitabliſh- 
ment of our Guards and Gariſons will enable us 
to ſpare ſuch a Force. | | 


We are aſſured thatthe mperor, before Spring, 
will have encreaſed the Troops he has on Foct, 
which now exceed 70000 men, to Ninty Six Thou- 


ſand, of which Seventy Thouſand will be employ- 


ed offenſively againſt France, and in Italy. The 
remainder with the Militia's of his Hereditary 
. Countrys being a Force more than ſufficient to 
guard his Frontiers. And we are likewiſe aſſured 
that a Fund for the maintenance of them is a&u- 
ally Settled. IE A 
The Empire can not be ſuppoſed to act with 
leſs than Sixty Thouſand men, if we conſider 
how many great Princes of it are under ſtrict en- 
gagements 
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now underſtood to 
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gagements to the Emperor; and that others, as the 
Elector Palatine with all his Eccleſiaſtical Brothers 
are moſt nearly concerned to remove the French | 
from being their Neighbours in the Spaniſh Ne- 
therlands. The King of Praſſia and the Houſe 
of Liunenbourgh alone are known to keep in pay 
near Fifty Thouſand men. It will therefore eaſily 
be allowed me, that if the whole Empire will ex- 
ert its utmoſt ftrength, it may bring into the Field 
a far greater Number, and there is no doubt but 
upon any ins it will, But I wou'd be 
peak only of ſuch a Force as 
will be conſtantly kept on the Enemies Frontiers 
ready for Action, beſides the Garriſons which e- 


Security. 


very Prince will be careful to provide for his own n 


The Dutch have had on Foot ever ſince the - 
Peace, Forty Thouſand men, old Troops, which 
by filling up their Regiments as they were in 


time of War, will in {fix weeks time make Sixty 


Thouſand as good men and as well Officered as - 
any France can oppole to them. If that Number 
be not thought ſufficient for their Defence, it is rea- 
ſonable that England ſhou'd aſſiſt them with a Bo- 
dy of Twelve Thouſand men at leaſt, or Money 


to pay ſuch a Body; or by encreaſing our owa + 


Naval Foree and 2 upon us a greater ſhare - 
of the War dy Sea, than was done laſt War, 


. caſe chempor eon de an expence as may 
dee or a greater number of 
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Thus we have already Reckoned up above 
200000 Men againſt which France, if it mean to 
have ay Succeſs, muſt have at leaſt as many to 
Oppoſe. For we have not found, during the laſt War, 
that ſhe ever Boaſted of any Advantage got over 
the Confederacy: with Inferior numbers. 


1 If beſides theſe, The King of Portugal be Afſ- 
1101 ; ſiſted by the Confederacy, and that to the 20000 
. Men, which at leaſt he is Allowed to have, on 
MIT | Foot, Fifteen "Thouſand, either Germans, Ergliſh 
(hi. 40 | or Datch (tho' poſtibly Popiſh Troops wou'd be 
moft Acceptable in that Country) be Added and 
-Commanded by the Arch Duke in Perſon, whom 
with ſuch an Army it muſt be our Care to Tran- 
ſport thither ; let Us conſider how Spain will be 
Able to Oppoſe the Impreſſion ſuch a Force wou'd - 
-make. | | n 


He that wou'd form a juſt Eſtimate of the Po- 
wer and Wealth of Spain at this time, need on- 
ly to conſider that Ceuta has been Beſeiged near 

en Years by not above Five or Six Thouſand 
Raſcally Moors. Tis true, ſome times there has 
been a greater Force before it, but the greateſt 
part of the time, the Beſiegers have not exceeded 
that Number. And, to Defend that Place, Spain 
did within theſe” Four or Five Lens geiire the 
| Aſſiſtance of Ni „ which ſent- {ome Compa+» i 
11088 nies thither, but hie ſoon” Returned tome half 2354 

|  -  . Starved for walz A e Pay they had ben Bro- =” 
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Or if we will look back to Barcelona, we ſhall 
find a Town of that importance, taken with- 
Yout ever having been Beſieged; for it never was 
3, properly ſpeaking, the French Army being not 


numerous enough to inveſt it, nor to hinder ſuc- 


cours and refreſhments of all kinds, or ſo much 
as the Poſt from going in and out every day; not- 


withſtanding which, and that the Garriſon as well 


Jas Townſmen defended it, with great Valour ; 
it was forced to ſurrender, becauſe all Spain was 
not in a condition to ſupply one ſingle Town, 
with a ſufficient Garriſon. And I am now cte- 
dibly inform'd, that excepting the German Body 
under the Prince of Heſs, there are not Six Thou- 
— _ in all their Country, in a condition te 
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But 'twill be ſaid, they may raiſe Men and 
have an Army of their own, before you can have 
tranſported the Force deſign'd for Portugal. To 
which I ſhall only reply, That Men are not to 
be rais'd without Money, and how much their 
Government wants that, is evident, by the difficul- 
have been at, to raiſe a ſufficient ſumm, 


1 ties raey 
39 forgftiet reception of their New King; notwith- 


ſtay ting their utmoſt effort on ſuch an occaſion, 
we Are told, that the greateſt part of his Spaniſh 
Family ſtayed at Madrid for want of it, and that 
thoſe who did go to meet him, made the Journey 
at their own expence. 3 | 


Los fo 


( 50 ) 


Nor let any man believe, that their New King, Xx 
had he the Wiſdom of his Grandfather, can ſo ſoon * 


reform that unhinged Government, as to make it 
contribute any thing conſiderable to its own defence, 


eſpecially if a War be carried into the bowels of 3 
it immediately. For *trs certain, that Spain has 
ſubmitted to this change, purely for fear of a 
War, which it is in no condition to make. If 


therefore it find, that inſtead of Quiet and Eaſe, 
which was the end it prop 
on it ſelf, a more ſevere War than France could 


have made, is it not to be hoped, that the 


# 


ple will ſoon be very weary of their New King? That L 


when the Arch Duke, a Prince of the Family 


they have been ſo long governed by, {hall appear 
among them, he will have a number of Friends? 

For *tis hardly to be imagined, that the houſe of 
Auſtria, which has reigned there near 200 Years, | 
ſhould fo ſuddainly have loſt all its intereſt in 


that Nation, as to have no Friends left, if they 
durſt declare and had a head to reſort to. If 


we conſider the natural Antipathy, the people of f 


Spain have to the French, this will appear more 
probable. And indeed, all things conſidered, it is 
not eafy to imagine, that France has any, Ftfends 
there, except a Court Cabal. The ꝗmultit de 
tricked and betray'd by Courtiers, and finding go 
aſſiſtance or protection at hand, cou'd do no leſs 
than ſubmit patiently. But if ſuch an Army as 


is propoſed, were ready to give countenance, to 


the Male-contents, *tis not to be doubted but 
that the Arch-Duke wou'd ſoon be ſaluted King, 
: and 


: 1 * 
oſed, it has drawn . 
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Ind the French party either driven out of Spain, 
Immediately, or be oblig'd ta maintain a great 
4 
Army to oppoſe the Confederates, who wou' d be 
tac 'Waily ſtrengthned by Spanierds joyning them, and 
oon in all probability, wou'd be able to beat the French 
© put at laſt, 


* Of | Thoſe who know how Epenſive the laſt War 
has in 7:«/y proved to the French King, and that the 
f a mall Army he there Maintained againſt the Duke 
If of Savoy coſt him more than his vaſt Armies of 
aſe, Þ landers, will eaſily perceive that if he be oblig- 
wn Fd to carry the War to the Frontiers of Portugal 
uld it muſt prove much more ruinous to him, ſince 
on” from his own Frontiers thither is a March of a- 
hat pove 500 miles over many Mountains as rugged 
uly as the Alps, and through a Country barren and 
car Hliſpeopled, and where ſuch a Force as he muſt 
pring, cannot ſubſiſt without Convoys from France. 


If therefore he will ſend an Army of Force 

in Yufficient to keep the Field againſt that of the 
ey Ponfederates, which I ſuppoſe to be of above 
If goooo men, he muſt have beſides his Army in the 
of Field near half that number diſperſed at conveni- 
Tre Fat diſtances to ſecure the March of his Convoys 
tis ind Ammunition, which for the greateſt part of 
ds P long a tract muſt be carried on Mules-backs 
de per Mountainous and narrow paſſes, where the 
do pery Peaſants may Intercept and Plunder what- 
pe Ever is not ſtrongiy Guarded. EE 

| 


1 * 


to 1 | He _ How 


1 

How prodigious an expence ſuch a War muſt 
draw upon him, the moſt unexperienced- Reader 
will readily judge, and I believe I may with great 
modeſty affirm that Forty Five Thouſand men 
which I ſuppoſe him obliged to maintain there, 
will coſt him much more than three times that 
number in Flanders. If to this we add that the whole 
Coaſt of Spain will lie expoſed to the inſults of 
our Fleet, that we may perhaps take Cadiz by 
the Aſſiſtance of our Confederate Army in Portu- 
gal, and put all Azdaluzza, the richeſt Province in 
Spain under Contribution, it ſeems reaſonable to 
believe that Spain, to be delivered from ſuch Miſ- 
chiefs, will ſide with the Confederates to drive 
out the French, who will not probably behave them- 
ſelves towards the Spaniards, ſo as to leſſen the na- 
tural Averſion they have for each other. 


If to what has been ſaid, it be Objected that 
the King of Portugal has Acknowledged the Duke 
of Anjou, and that therefore he will not Join with 
3 


T Anſwer, That till he cou'd be Secure, that 
England and Holland, who alone can Aſſiſt him Ef- 
tectually againſt ,Spaiz and France, wou'd Engage 
heartily in ſuch a War, *twas the moſt adviſable 
courſe he cou'd take to court an Enemy he cou'd 
not ſingly deal. with. But we can not believe 
but that a Prince, who paſſes in the World to have 
Courage, muſt be highly provoked by the Slurr 
lately put upon him by the French, who having 
omitted no Arts to Engage him to be a — 
0 


3 3 w * 


(633 
of the Treaty of Partition and promiſed him BA. 
dajos and Alcantara, two Spaniſh Towns on his 
Frontiers, have thus Baſely tricked him. The in- 
tereſt he has beſides to ſecure his Crown to his De- 
ſcendents is an Invincible Argument for him to 
oppoſe the preſent Union of France and Spain. 


For as high a conceit as the Portugueſe have of 
their own Valor they can not be ſo Extravagant 
as to think themſelves an equal Match to Spain, 
when it ſhall be Governed by a Wiſe and Active 
Prince backed with the Fleets and Armies of France. 
The eaſe with which Philip the Second Conquer-- 
ed them, and the Aſſiſtance they ſtood in need of 
from France and England to ſupport their laſt de- 
fection from Spain, tho? Spain was then Engaged 
in a War with France, and that Catalonia Was re- 
volted at the ſame time, make it Evident that 
their great Security conſiſts in having for their 


Neighbour a King of Spain, who ſhall always have ſuch 


a Jealouſy of France as may divert him from the 
Thoughts of reducing Portugal, and againſt whom 
they may be ſure to be Aſſiſted by Frazce if he 
ſhou'd attempt it. Which whether they are to 
expect hereafter, it behoves them to Conſider 
now. | 
But is it not far more Probable that the King 
of France, whom we may certainly conclude reſol- 
ved never to part with Flanders (even tho* we 
wou'd Suppoſe him willing to part with 
the Body of the Spaniſh Monarchy ) will pro- 
propoſe the Conqueſt of Portugal for an * 
Py | ent: 
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lent to the Spaniards - {ſuch an Expedient will ſeem 


Agrecable to the Intereſts, and Inclinations of both 


' thoſe Crowns. For France has for ſome A 


looked upon Flanders as a Province diſmembred 
from its Patrimony, as it really was by the Dukes 
of Burgundy, and it has been long Aiming to re- 
unite it. And as for Portugal its Situation, Con- 
tiguous to the Body of Spain makes it of greater 
Conſequence to that Nation, than a Province ſo 
remote and Expoſed as Flanders. Beſides, they will 
be pleaſed with the Thoughts of humbling by 
the help of Frauce, thoſe Proud Vaſſals they have 
ever Hated, even more than their Dutch Heretick 
Rebels. Their having lately added Portugal to the 
Title of their new King, contrary to what was 
Practiſed by his Predeceſſors, and the Arms of 
Portagal having been in ſome Scutcheons lately quar- 
tered with thoſe of the other Kingdoms of Spaiz, do 
ſufficiently tell the Portugueſe How the Spaniards 


are inclined to them. 


Theſe conſiderations ſeem then, to put it out 


of diſpute, that the Portugueſe will not Miſs ſuchan 
opportunity as now preſents it felt of Securing, 
by our Aſſiſtance, their future independency, by 


placing on the Throne of Spain, a Prince who will 
be ſo highly Obliged to them for ſuch a Service, 


that he will never have any deſire to hurt them; 


or who, ſhowd he prove Ungrateful, will not 
have it in his Power, ſince France will ever be 
ready to hinder ſuch an Increaſe of Dominion as 


Portugal wou'd be to theArch-Duke ſhould he become 
King of Spain. 2 1 


; Taking 
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Taking it therefore for granted, that the Pow- 
ers above named can, and will, bring ſuch a force 
as has been mention'd, to bear againſt our Ene- 
my, let us conſider how able he will be to-furniſh 
out ſo many Land Armies, and provide at the ſame 
time for the defence of a Coaſt, ſeveral Thouſands 
of Miles in extent. To make as near as may be a 
true eſtimate of his Wealth and Power ; I ſhall 
give my Reader an account he may depend upon, 
of ſome particulars relating to his Revenues, and 
the number of his Forces at different times. 


His whole Revenue did in the year 1666, a- 
mount to 126 Millions of Livres, which reduced 
to Engliſh Money, according as the Exchange 
went then, that is reckoning Thirteen Livers to 
the Pound Sterling, wowd make Nine Millions 
and about Six Hundred Thouſand Pounds; it 
produced the Two laſt Years only One Hundred 
and Seven Millions, which reduced to Engliſh 
Money according as the Exchange has gone for 
that time, viz. at Fifteen Livres to the Pound 
Sterling, (which difference of the Exchange, has 
been occaſion'd by the raiſing the Standard of his 
Coin) make about 71 40000. by which computa- 
tion 'tis evident, they are ſunk above TWO Mil- 
lions Four Hundred Thouſand Pounds Sterling, 
that is at leaſt one Fourth part of what they were 
at the time before mention d; which plainly ſhews- 
that the People and Wealth of France, are de- 
creaſed ſince that time, at leaſt in the ſame pro- 
portion, ſince we may reaſonably conclude, that 
the King's Revenues have been managed as — 

© fully, 
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fully, and Collected as Rigorouſly in his late 
times of need, as they were heretofore. 


The King's income is diminifhed in a far grea- 
ter proportion, it being clogged with a Debt of 
Five Hundred Millions only to the Hoftell de ville, 
or Town Houſe of Paris, for which he Pays In- 
tereſt at Five per cent, Twenty Five Millions, that 
is near 1700000/. Sterling. He pays beſides ano- 
ther ſort of Intereſt, by way of Salleries, for a 
[conſiderable Multitude of new Offices Erected and 
Bought, many of them ſince the beginning of the laſt 
War, which amounts at leaſt, to ſo much as will 
make the Intereſt Money already mention'd, ex- 
ceed Two Millions Sterling; ſo that he has com- 
ing in clear not full Five Millions Sterling. 


*Tis farther obſervable that ſince the Peace he 
has not paid one Shilling. of the Capital, but in- 
ſtead thereof has taken up more Money, which 
indeed has not Increaſed the Intereſt he pays (un- 
leſs it may be what he has Borrowed theſe laſt 
Twelves or Eighteen months) becauſe he reduced 
the Intereſt payed to all thoſe, who lent their mo- 
ney during his moſt preſſing Exigencies at Six, Seven 
and Eight per Cent to Five, which Defalcation he 


has appropriated to Pay the Intereſt of what he 


has ſince Borrowed *Tis true he has Suppreſſed 
ſome of the erected New Offices -which were moſt 
Burdenſome to the People. But how? Why? It be- 
ing Unreaſonable, that ſuch as had Aſſiſted him 
with Money during the War, ſhou'd be loſ- 
ers, he has Graciouſly condeſcended that ſuch Pro- 

| Vinces 
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vinces or Towns as were moſt Grieved by theſe 


Offices, ſhou'd repay to the Perſons poſſeſſed of 
them their Principal purchaſe Money. | 


Before I ſay any more on this head; I will 
mention a Word about his Land Forces, which 
for ſome time during the War, are faid to 
have exceeded 3ooooo Men, beſides thoſe on board 
his Fleet. But ſince the laſt Reduction made about 
the Latter end of the Year 99, they were brought 
to be barely one Hundred and Twenty Thouſand 
men, and fo continued till the King of Spain's death, 
juſt before which Orders were iſſued for an Aug- 
mentation to be made againſt January laſt which 
was to have Increaſed them to a 156000 and 
which is not yet fully Perfected. 

I know *tis generally thought he' was much 
Stronger, but Liſts of all the Regiments are to be 
had with eaſe, which, if regard be had to the Reducti- 
ons made at ſeveral times, will be found to agree 
Perfectly with the Account I give. Yet notwith- 
ſtanding ſo great a Reduction of his Forces, which 
ought to have Leſſened his Expence, tis moſt cer- 
tainly known, that the very laſt Year his Expence 
exceeded his income one Million Sterling. | 


*Tis true that, beſides his Ordinary Revenue, 
he has had Extraordiary ways of raiſing Money; 
as the Sale of Offices already Mentioned, frequent- 
ly Raiſing and Falling the Standard of his Money, 
Dons gratuits which people are made to pay per 
Force, Regiſtring Titles of Gentility, Taxing par- 
tizans, that is thoſe who have had the managing of his 

4 8 "i Revenues, 
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Revenues, who were laſt Vear forced to refund 
near a Million Sterling, and many other Expedi- 
ents, which in time we may be better Acquain- 
ted with, if we are pleaſed to let him go on qui- 
etly, but theſe have all been ſo often made uſe 
of, that they will be Found to be of very ſmall 
Reſſource for the future, in a Country ſo much Ex- 
hauſted by them already. | | 


What has ſtood him in greateſt ſtead for ſome 
Years, during the laſt War, was the Capitation,which 
brought him in above three Millions Sterling Year- 
ly, and which he muſt again have recourſe to: 
but how grievous an Impoſition that was thought, 
and how Ruinous it muſt prove to his Country, 
if he ſhou'd be under a Neceſſity of Continuing 
it but a few Years, I appeal to any who have 
been there, and Heard the Heavy complaints it 
occaſioned. But a ſtronger proof can not be re- 
quired to ſhew how Deſtructive the Continuance 
of it wou'd have Proved, than that the King took 
it off. For his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty has gene- 
rally been obſerved to lay as great a Load on his 
People as they cowd bear. Since then he was 
pleaſed to eaſe them of this Tax when he wan- 
ted not ſo Specious a Pretence to continue it 
as the great Debts he had Contracted, we may 
be ſure he knew it cou'd not be done without 
-- pad ruining, and diſabling them to pay at 
all. : | 


Having thus briefly touched upon the preſent 
Condition of France, and having a little before 
' ſhewn 
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ſhewn that France, if it will make a Succeſsful 
War, will, beſides the Neceſſary Garriſons of his 
Sea-ports, be obliged to Maintain two Hundred 
Forty Seven Thouſand men. viz. Sixty Thou- 
ſand againſt the Forces of the Empire, Forty Thou- 
ſand againſt that part of the Emperors Troops 
which will Act on the Rhine, Seventy two Thou- - 
ſand againſt the Dutch, Thirty Thouſand againſt the 
Emperors Army in Itah, and45000 in Spain. If be- 
ſides attention be made to what has been ſaid Concer- 
ning the Prodigious expence of his laſt Italian War, 
which he muſt again renew, and to the reaſons there 
are to believe that the War he muſt make in Spaiz will 
be liable to the ſame, and greater Inconveniences, 
ſince the Seat of War will be three times at leaſt 
more remote from his Frontiers than Piedmont 
was. Will not the greateſt Partizan of France 
own, that here is work Enough cut out for that 
Great Monarch, who muſt Immediatly raiſe or 
Hire, at leaſt 1oooõοð Men, and Equip out a pro- 
digious Fleet ? Or if he will decline the Expence 
of Naval Armies he muſt Conſiderably reinforce 
all his Sea-port Garriſons, and have a very great 


Number of men to Guard his Coaſts. 

Then if it be true that his ordinary Revenue 
fell ſhort one Million Sterling of Maintaining the 
Ordinary Expences of his Government, and of 
120000 Men, mult not that Million be made good, 
and muſt not near 200000 Land men more be- 


ſides his Fleet, and the other Neceſſary expences 


of a War be defrayed out of the Capitation, and 
out of ſuch Money as he muſt Borrow ? But out 
of the Capitation, ſuppoſing that it may again raiſe 

© i I 2 Three 


(609 


Three Millions there can be Applyed, but two 
Millions towards theſe vaſt Extraordinar ies, which 
if by a modeſt Computation we ſhall reckon at 
Six Million Sterling, It is evident that he muſt every 
Year contract a new Debt of Four Millious Sterling, 
beſides a Growing Intereſt, which added to his al- 
ready Immenſe Debt, muſt in a few Years abſorb 
the greateſt part of his Revenue in Intereſt. 

will, I know, be objected, that the laſt War has 
ſhewn his power to be matchleſs, that he then 
maintain'd 400000 Men by Sea and Land, why 
therefore may he not do the ſame again? why ? 
For that very Reaſon, becauſe a Man who has 
but a loool. per Ann. has for Ten Years together 
ſpent 2000. Yearly, do's it therefore follow, that 
he may do ſo Ten Years longer ? States in this 
reſemble private men, that if they for a conſide- 
rable time expend more than *tis poſſible for their 
Subjects to furniſh Yearly, they may, nay muſt, 
inevitably be Ruined. And that a State may be- 
come Bankrupt, Spain ſufficiently witneſſes, which 
had once a Fund of Wealth thought Inexhauſtible, 


and without compariſon greater than that of 
France. 


Tf I ſhould in the ſequel of this diſcourſe, pro- 
poſe our paying Five Millions Yearly towards a 
War, and our Maintaining Eighty Thouſand En- 
liſh or Foreign Troops abroad, becauſe we did 
o during the laſt War, the Weakneſs of ſuch an 
Argument wou'd be obvious, and I ſhou'd with 
juftice be Anſwered, that we have thereby con- 
tracted a conſiderable Debt, which every honeſt 


Engliſh- 
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Engliſhman ought to deſire to ſee Pay'd off, rather 
than Encreaſed. And yet the parallel will not 
fully hold between England and France. Becauſe 
England never has been, and I hope never will 
be ſcrued up like France, to pay to the utmoſt 
extremity of what it is able, and for that reaſon 
might comparetively with eaſe, get rid of a far 
greater Debt than it now ows; Whereas France, 
unleſs it ſhall by our Inactivity get the Weſt-In- 
dies, will never be able to pay its Principal Debt, 
but daily Increaſe it to its utter Ruine, if we neg- 
le& not this favourable opportunity of preſſing her, 
before the Monarchy of Spain, which is at preſent 


a Burthen to Her, be ſo modelled, as to make their 
United Power Irreſiſtible. 


From what has been ſaid I leave it to my rea- 
der .to draw conclufions, being unwilling to foreſtall 
his Judgment, concerning the Succeſs of a War 
carry'd on in the manner propoſed. His own Sa- 
gacity cannot but Suggeſt to him many reflections 
to the Advantage of England, which are naturally 
deducible from the foregoing diſcourſe. I ſhall 
therefore haſten to the concluſion of it, and- only 
take norice of the moſt material objections which 


can be made againſt a War, viz. . 


Either the neceſſary expence *twill draw on us, 


or the prejudice we may {ſuſtain by the Interrup- 


tion of our Trade. 


To the Firſt, I Anſwer, that in the manner it 
has been propoſed, that Eugland ſhall make a War, 


we 
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we may do it at an Annual expence, at moſt of 
One Million Eight Hundred and Fifty Thouſand 
Pounds, more than wou'd otherwiſe be Levied. 
For we will take it for granted, that tho' we re- 
main in Peace, we ſhould find it neceſſary to main- 
tain at leaſt as great a Sea Force, as was done the 


Firſt Year after the Peace, that wou'd coſt us Eight 


Hundred Thouſand Pounds, to which 1f we ſhall 
add one Million two Hundred thouſand Pounds, 


for the War, *twill aboundantly ſtrenghen our Fleet; 


eſpecially if we Conſider that out of the Forces 
now on Foot in the three Kingdoms, Eight or 
Ten Thouſand men may be kept on Board, it 
which will ſave the Expence of near ſuch a num- 
ber of Seamen. The Aid propoſed to be given the 
Dutch whether in Men or Money, or in taking 


up Regiments to a Neceſſary Complement may 


be Limited to a 150000 J. And if beſides all this 


it be thought Requiſite to Furniſh 300000 J. Yearly 
to enable the King of Portugal and Arch-Duke 


to Prefs our Enemies on their weak ſide, this whole 


Additional expence will amount to 18500e0 /. 


{ary annual Extraordinaries of 6600000 /. Sterling 
which ſuch a War muſt force it to Levy, let the 


moſt partial French-man determine. 


I will not then ſuppoſe that any Engliſh Man 
will think the preſervation of his Religion and 
Liberty 


— 


upon us a greater Proportion of the War by Sea, 
will come within 200000 J. The addition propoſ- 
ed to our Forces in the three Kingdoms to fill 


which whether Ezelazd be not better able to bear 
than it has been ſhewn that France can the Neceſ- 
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Liberty too dearly purchaſed at that rate. Such 
an undervaluing of thoſe Bleſſings none can be 
capable of, whoſe hearts are not hardened and 
who arenot doomed to utter Perdition. But that 
cannot be thought of a People, whom the hand of 
God hath ſo lately reſcued. from the imminent dan- 
ger they were in of looſing both; nor can it be 
preſumed that they will now ſo far tempt his Provi- 
dence, as to neglect the opportunity he has viſibly 
put into their hands; not only of ſecuring, to 
themſelves for ever thoſe ineſtimable Bleſſings, but 
likewiſe of propagating his holy Goſpel, by pro- 
curing eaſe to the many Perſecuted Proteſtants 


both of France and Germany, For can the Empe- 


ror now refuſe us any thing of that kind, which 
we ſhall think fit to Stipulate ? and may we not 
promiſe our {elves in a few years, to have ſo far hum- 
bled France as will be neceſſary for ſo good an end? 
As to what may be Objected concerning Trade, I 
anſwer, That granting our Trade to the Szrezpht- 
ſhould ſuffer an Interruption by the War, ſuch 
an Inconvenience wou'd be far leſs than the To- 
tal Loſs of it, not only thither, but to the Het. 
Indies, beſides the Loſs of the Manufacture of our 
fine Drapery, which it has been proved, will be 
| — of the neceſſary conſequences of our ſitting 
ut, | | | 


YetIcan ſee no neceſſity of granting that our 
Turky and Italian Trades will ſuffer by the War, 
if we will ſuppoſe our maritime Affairs to be 
well managed. The War we. are to make muſt 
be altogether by Sea, and conſequently implies a 

| | | neceſſity 
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neceſſity of our having every Summer a Strong 
Fleet in the Mediterranean to Harraſs our Ene- 
mies there ; why then our Traders thither may not 
be Protected by that fame Force, I cannot ſee. 
And if ſtrict Prohibitions be made againſt any 
Ships going thither, but under the Convoy of our 
Men of War at ſet Seaſons ; *tis probable much 
fewer will be Loſt than were during the laſt War. 
For the convenience of being ſheltered in Spaniſh 
Ports, proved a Temptation then for many Mer- 
chant Ships to run without Convoy : whereas 
none will now be ſo Adventurous as to hazard 
a run to Tarh or to Italy along fo vaſt a Tract 
of an Enemies Coaſt. Our Trade to Spain it ſelf, 
which I own to be very conſiderable, will indeed be at 
at a ſtand till the ſuceeſs of our Confederate Ar- 
mies and Fleets re-admit us vhither ; but then a 
moderate ſtrength well Managed in America will 
abundantly Compenſate for that Loſs. 


Whoever knows the weakneſs of the Spaniards, 
in thoſe Parts, and remembers that Pointi with 
a handful of men took Carthagena, a well Fortified 
Town, and which had Five times the Number 
of men to defend it, that he had on Board his 
Ships, can not deny but there is a plentiful harveſt 
for whoever can fend a good Fleet to gather it. 
If we take care to have a Force in thoſe Seas 
Superior to the French, our Plantations are ſo con- 
veniently fituated that not a Galleon coming or 
going can Eſcape us. How much ſuch an Inter- 
ruption of all Commerce thither, wou'd diſtreſs 
Spain is apparent, and it probably might be none 
by | | of 
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of the weakeſt” reaſons to incline that people to 
ſide with us. — „ 
The Wealth we ſhall thereby acquire will not 
only defray the expence of the Force we ſhall 
Maintain there, but with A Managment, may 
go a great way towards the Charge of the whols L 
War and 'twill be the fault of our Commanders if 
all the French Colonies there be not rooted out, 
Which for theſe Reaſons we ought Chiefly to aim 
at. 1ſt. It will greatly weaken the French power 
at Sea by N ſo _ a Nurſery of their 
Seamen 2/y, We ſhall loſe a dangerous Rival 
in our Sugar Trade as well as ſome others; which! 
they'll, have common with us by means of their 
Colonies in the Southern Iſles. 309. This will 
very much increaſe our Trade in Africa, for Ne- 
groes; and ruine that of the French. For every 
one knows that none can carry on a Trade for Ne- 
groes but ſuch as have a footing in America, The 
Conſequence therefore of our expelling. the French, 
will he, that the Spaniards muſt depend abſolute- 
ly upon us for their Negroes, without which their 
Mines will be Barren, beſides that our Power be- 
ing freed from ſuch a Rivalſhip will be ſo much 
Superiour to any thing inithoſe parts of the World, 
that the Spaniards can have no Ballance, nor Force 
there to Protect them againſt us: ſo that for fear 
of their Plate Fleets and of their very Empire in 
America, t'will be always in our Power to obtain 
greater Privileges from them in our Trade thither, 
than any other Nation cou'd. pretend to, for which 
reaſons Iſubmit it to every Engliſh man, whether it 
Eh : 1 ought 


( 66) 
ought not to be one of our great Aims, by this 
War, utterly to extirpate the French out of America? 


ſuch an undertaking will appear more feaſible if we 


conſider that matters may be ſo carried, as to de- 
prive the French of any Aſſiſtance from the Spa- 
niards, which I believe may be done by conſenting 
to a Neutrality with all the Spaniſh Continent and 
Iſlands, on condition they ſhall, during the War, 
allow -us a free Trade with them. EE” 


If ſuch a Neutrality ean be manag'd, we ſhall 
not only with greater eaſe deſtroy the French 
there, which ought to be our Principal- aim, but 
probably be greater Gainers by a free Trade, than 
by the Plunder of their Country ; if we make War 
upon it, it wou'd certainly prove .more benefici- 
al to the Trading Intereſt and ManufaQures of 
England. For if by. our Naval Power there, we 
hinder that vaſt Country from being ſupplied 
with any European Commodities, from- any 0- 


ther hand, ſhall. we not have a prodigious 
vent for all the Manufactures of our own 


Growth, as well as for our Eaſt India Commodi- 
ties and Linen, &c. | 


May not the acceſs we ſhall thus get to thoſe 
people, Introduce a vent for many of our Com- 
modities which the Spaniards have always indu- 
ſtriouſly kept from their knowledge? Shall we 


not likewiſe Trade to a far greater advantage 
than has been done hitherto, ſince we have always 


been obliged to truſt the Spaniards at Cadiz 
who certainly ſhared' the Profit with us? beſides 
EE Feat 3 : I FEES KY m4; 3 the 
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the Exhorbitant Indulto's or Duties exacted by the 


Government both in Europe and America. 


May we not thus during the War give a be- 


ginning to ſuch a Commerce directly from our 


Plantation to the Spaniſh Continent , as may be 
continued after a Peace, to the unſpeakable benefit of 
England? for when once the Americans will have 
diſcovered at how much more eaſy rates we can 
ſupply them than the Spaniards have done, Will 
they not for their own ſakes Endeavour to continue 
it? and ſhall. we not. have reaſon to expect the 
Allowance ; of it, from the new King we- ſhall : 


have Seated on the Spaniſh Throne? 


This Notion of a Neutrality! may diſpleaſe the 
Backazeers,; and perhaps our Sea Commanders, Who 
wou'd find their account better by Plundering 
that rich Country. And it may perhaps be thought 
Ridiculous to ſuppoſe that the Government of thoſe 


Provinces, who will have ftrict Orders to do all 


they can to Extirpate ſuch as can ever be brought to 


conſent to it. But to that I anſwer, that if we 


have a Power ſufficient to Burn and Deſtroy their 
Country, 'tis much more Probable that the pre- 
ſent Terror of our Arms, Will prevail with that 
Wealthy but Defenceleſs people, than the Orders 
they ſhall Receive from the unſettled Government 
of Spain; and that they will much more willingly - 


part with their Gold and Silver, in return for our 


Commodities, which 'tis in our Power to hinder: 


them from being ſupply'd with any other way, 
than expoſe themſelves to be plundered of their Ri- 


ches 
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— 
ches and their Maritime Provinces, to utter Deſtru- 
tion. | 2 1 


We know that the French Fleets during the laſt War 
have frequently been Supplyed with Refreſhments 
of all kinds, from the Governours of ſeveral Mari- 
time Towns of Spain it ſelf, how much more like- 
ly is it then, that the remote Provinces we are 
3 of, will, by a like compliance, endeavour 
to ſhun their utter Ruin ?- Eſpecially when they 
will be in doubt of the Fate of their Mother 
Country: or to which of the Princes contending 
for the Empire of it, they will owe their Obe- 
dience :in ſuch an uncertainty will not a weak and 
Rich Country, incline to ſuch Meaſures as will 
bring Security and Profit? The Advantages that 
wou'd - Accrue to us from ſuch a Neutrality, ap- 
-pear to be ſo great, that we. ought carefully to 
court them to it. And ſhou'd that Method fail 
we ſhall till have it in our Power, to make them 
Repent their not Accepting of it, and by Harſh 
means to acquire an Immenſe Treaſure, _ 


FINIS. 
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Poſtſcri 
OME Addreſſes of the Houſe of Commons, to King 
Charles the II. Relating to Flanders, have been men- 
tion'd in the foregoing Diſcourſe. Since the Printing of 
which, we have News from Paris, that Orders are ſent 
there to Mareſchall Boxfflers, not only to take poſſeſſion of 
all the Spaniſn Netherlands, but to Diſarm and Seize the 
Dutch Troops in Garriſon there; and we have Reaſon to 
Fear, that thoſe Orders are already Executed. It may 
therefore not be unſeaſonable to offer to the Publick, The 
very Addreſſes made to King Charles, with His Anſwers : 
By which it will appear what was the Senſe of England 
at "that time, uppon the Progreſs of the French Arms in 
thoſe Provinces. | 
March the 6th. 1676. The Houſe being Reſolved into a 


Committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider of Grievances, 
Reſolved, f 


That a Committee be appointed to prepare an Addreſs, to Repre- 
ſent unto His Majeſty the danger of the Power of France, 
and to deſire His Majeſty by ſuch” Alliances as his Ma- 
jeſty ſhall think fit, to ſecure His Kingdoms, and quiet the 
Fears of His People, and for preſervation and ſecuring of the * 
Spaniſh-Netherlands. ; 

March the 10th. Mr. Powle Reported from the Committee 


the following Addreſs, which was preſented, read and agreed 
to Nemine Contradicente. | 


May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 
E Your Majeſties moſt Loyal Subjects, the Knights, 
Citizens and Burgeſſes in Parliament Aſſembled, find 
our ſelves obliged in Duty and Faithfulneſs to Tour Majeſty, and 
in diſcharge of the Truſt repoſed in us, by thoſe whom werepre- 
ſent, Moſt humbly to offer to * Majeſty's ſerious Conſederati * 
that 


7 

that the Minas of Your Majeſty*sPeople are much diſquieted, wi th the 
manifeſt danger ariſing to Tour Majeſty's Kingdom's by the Growth 
and Power of the French King; Eſpecially by the Acquiſitions al- 
ready made, and the further Progreſs likely to be made by him 
in the Spaniſh-Netherlands, in the preſervation and ſecurity 
whereof, we Humbly conceive the Intereſt of Your Majzfty, and 
the Safety of Your People are highly. concerned; and therefore 
we moſt Humbly beſeech Tour Majeſty to take the ſame into 
Your Royal Care, and to ftrengthen Your Self with ſuch ſtricter 
Alliances, as may ſecure Tour Majeſties Kingdoms, and preſerve 
and ſecure the ſaid Netherlands, and thereby quiet the 
Mind's of Your Majeſty's People. 


Reſolved, | h | 

That the Concurrence of the Lords be deſir'd to the ſaid i Ad- 
dreſs; and that Mr. Powle do go up to the Lords to daſire their 
Concurrence. And upon the 15th. of March, the Lords ſent word 
that they had agreed bs the Addreſs, and that his Majeſty had 
appointed both Houſes to attend him, to preſent their Addreſs to 
morrow at Three of the-Clock in the Afternoon, in the Ban- 
queting Houſe at White-Hall. 33 

March the 16th. The Addreſs was preſented to his 
Majeſty by both Houſes, And March the 17th. Mr. Spea- 
ker reported to the Houſe, that according to the Order and 
Command of theHouſe,he had attended his Majeſty in preſen- 
ting the Addreſs, and that the Lord Chancellor having 
introduced it with a ſhort Preface: and then read it; 
His Majeſty was pleaſed to return his Anſwer to this 
effect. „ : „ | 


My Lords and Gentlemen. 


Am of the Opinion of my Two Hauſes of Parliament, 

' that the Conſervation of Flanders, is of great importance 
ro England; and therefore I aſſure you, I will uſe all means 
for the preſervation of Flanders, that can poſſibly conſiſt with 
the Peace and Safety of the Kingdom. 3 
ä arc 
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March the 19th. A motion being made for a farther 
Addreſs to his. Majeſty, to enter into a ſtrict and ſpeedy 
Alliance with the Confederates. _ 

Reſolved, OT 
' That the debate of this Motion be adjourned till Monday 
Morning next, at Ten of the Clock. 

Monday March the 26th, The Houſe then proceed- 
ed upon the debate of the Motion for a farther Ad- 
dreſs to his Majeſty, to enter into a Speedy and Strict 
Alliance with the Confederates. 

Reſolved, + | 

That a farther Addreſs be made to his Majeſty, giving him 
aſſurance that if (in purſuance of the Addreſs, preſented to 
his 225 from bath Houſes) His Majeſty ſimil find himſelf 
neceſſitated to enter into a War, This Houſe will fully Aid 
His Majeſty from time to time, and aſſiſt him in that War. 

The 29th. of March, The following Addreſs was reported 
and agreed unto by the Houſe. | 


May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 


\ \ E Your Majeſty's moſt Loyal Subjects, the Kniphts, Ci- 
 tizens and Burgeſſes in — Ze, 4, with 
unſpeakable Joy and Comfort, preſent our Humble Thanks to Your 
Majeity, for Tour Majeſty's Gracious arceptance of our late 
Adareſs, and that Your Majeſty was Tg in Your Princely 
Opinion with Your Two 

Houſes in reference to the Preſervation of the Spaniſh-Nether- 
lands. And we do with moſt earneſt and repeated Deſires, implore 
Your Majeſty, That You would bepleaſed to take timely Care to 
prevent thoſe Dangers that may ariſe to theſe Kingdoms 'y 
the great Power of the French King, and the Progreſs he daily 
males in thoſe Netherlands and other places: And theres 
fore that Your Majeſty would not defer the entring into 


ſuch Alliances as may chtain thoſe ends, and in caſe it ſhall 
happen, that in purſuance of ſuch TY Tour Majesty 
2 | all 
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ſhall be engaged in a War with the French King, we do 


hold our ſelves Obliged, and do with all Humility and chear- 
fulneſs aſſure Tour Majeſty, That we Your moſt Loyal Subjects 


| ſhall always be ready upon Your ſignification thereof in Parlia- 


ment, fully, and from time to time, to aſſiſt Your Majeſty 
with ſuch Aids and Supplies, as, by the Divine Aſſiſtance, may 
enable Yowr Majeſty to proſecute the ſame with ſucceſs. 

All which we do moſt Humbly offer to Your Majeſty as the una- 
nimous Senſe and Deſire of the whole Nation. | 


March 30. 1677. 


T7 was alledged againſt this Addreſs, That to preſs the 
King to make further Alliances with the Confederates 
againſt the French King, was in effe& to preſs him to. a 
War, that being the direct and unavoidable Conſequence 
. | | _ 

That the conſideration of War was moſt proper for the 
King, who had intelligence of Foreign Affairs, and knew 
the Arcana Imperii. | : 

That it was a dangerons thing haſtily to incite the King 
to a War. : „ 

That our Merchant-ſhips and Effects would be preſently 
ſeized by the French King within his Dominions, and there- 
by he would acquire the value of, it may be, near a Million 


's TO enable him to maintain the War againſt us. 


That he would fall upon our Plantations, and take, plun- 
der and annoy them. 

That he would ſend out abundance of Capers, 'and take 
and diſturb all our Trading Ships in theſe Seas, and the 
Mediterancan. | 5 5 

That we had not ſo many Ships of War as he, and thoſe 
Thirty which were to be built with the 606000 /. now gi · 
ven, could not be finiſhed in two years. 

That we had not Naval Stores and Ammunition, &c. 
ſufficient for ſach a purpoſe, and if we had, yet the * 
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of the year was too far advanced to ſet out a conſiderable 
Fleet: and we could not now lay in Beef, Pork, &c. | 

That when we were engaged in a War, the Dutch would 
likely flip Collar, leave us in the War, and ſo gain to 
themſelves the ſingular advantage of ſole Trading in Peace, 
which is the priviledge we now enjoy, and ſhould not be 
weary of. | 

That it was next to impoſſible, to make Alliances, with 
the ſeveral Parties as might be expected, ſach and ſo vari- 
ous were the ſeveral Intereſts and Croſs-biaſſes, of and a- 
mongſt the Emperor, the Spaniard, the Dane, the Dute h, 
the Brandenburg, and the ſeveral leſſer Princes of Germany,” | 
and others. : . 

That we may eaſily enter into War, but it would be hard 
to find the way out of it, and a long War would be deſtrr- 
ive to us; for though the Emperor, French, Spaniard, &c. 
uſe to maintain War for many years, yet a Trading Nation, 
as, England is, could not endure a long-winded War. 

| On the other ſide it was ſaid; 

That they did not Addreſs for making making War, but 

making Leagues,. which might be 'a means to prevent War. 
That the beſt way to preſerve a Peace, was to be in a 
preparation for War. | 1, —- 

That admitting a War fhould enſue thereupon, as was not 
unlikely, yet that would tend to our Peace and Safety in 
conclufion ; for it muſt be agreed, that if the Power of 
France were not reduced, and brought to a more equal Bal* 
lance with its Neighbors, we muſt fight or ſubmit firſt or laſt. - 

That it was commonly the Fate of thoſe that kept them- - 
ſelves Neuteral, when their Neighbors were at War, to 
become a prey to the Conqueror. 

That now or never was the critical Seaſon to maxe War 
upon the French, whilſt we -may have fo' great Auxiliary 
conjunction; and if it were à dangerous and formidable 
thing to Encounter him now, how much more would it be 
ſo when this opportunity was loſt, the Confederacy dis- 
banded, a Peace made on the other ſide of the Water, and 
we left alone to withſtand him ſingle. 


That 
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That as to his ſeizing our Merchants Effects, the Caſe was 
(the ſame and) no other now than t would be three years 
hence, or at any time whenſoever the War ſhall commence. 
That. as to our Plantations and our Traders, we muſt 
conſider, though the French was Powerful, he was not Om- 
nipotent, and we might as well defend them as the Dutch do 
_ theirs by Guards, Convoys, &c. and chiefly when the French 
have ſo many Enemies, and we ſhall have ſo many Friends, 
as no other time 1s like to afford. 
That they were ſorry to hear we had no Ships, Stores, 
exc. equal to the French, and to our Occaſions, and hoped 
it would appear to be otherwiſe. | 
That the Seaſon was not ſo far ſpent, but that a com- 
petent Fleet might be ſet out this Summer, and that how- 
ever deficient we might be in this kind, the Dutch were 
N and ready to make an effectual Supplement in that 
behalf. | 
That howſoever ill and falſe ſome men Men might eſteem 
the Dutch, yet Intereſt will not lie, and it is ſo much their Inte- 
reſt to confine and bring down the French, that it is not to be 
apprehended, but they will ſteadily adhear to every Friend 
and every Alliance they ſhall joyn with for that purpoſe. 
That however croſs and diverſe the ſeveral Confederates 
and their Intereſts were, yet a common Alliance may be 
made with them againſt the French, and as well as they 
have Allyed themſelves together, as well may the Alliance 
be extended to another, to be added to them, viz. The 
King of England. 
That a numerous and vigorous Conjunction againſt him 
is the way to ſhorten the work, whereas, if he ſhould here- 
after attack us ſingly, he would continue the War on us as 
long as he pleaſed, till he pleaſed to make an end of it and 
us together, by our final deſtruction. 
That if now we ſhould neglect to make Alliances we had 
no cauſe to expect to have one Friend, when the French 
ſhould make Peace beyond Sea, and ſingle us out for Con- 
quelt ; for all that are conjoyned againſt the Feuch are pro- 
voked and diſobliged by reaſon of the great number of is, 


liſh, 
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l;ſh,-Scotch, and Iriſh,, which have ſerved, and do ſtill ſerre 
the-French, and it was proved at the Bar of this Houſe with- 
in this fortnight, That 1000 Men were Levyed in Scotland, 
and ſent to the French Service in January laſt, and ſome of 
them by force and preſſing. 

Alſo that it was underſtood and reſented, that we had 
mainly contributed to this overgrown greatneſs of the Fench, 
by felling Dunkirk, that ſpecial Key and Inlet of 
Flanders, by making War on the Dutch, in 1665. Where- 
upon. the French Joyned with the Dutch, under which 
ſhelter and opportunity the French King laid the Foun- 
dation of this great Fleet he now hath, buying 
then many great Ships of the Dutch, and building many o- 
thers>as to which, but for that occaſion, the Dutch would 
have denied and hindred him, but not obſerving the Triple 
League, and by our making a Joint War with the French a- 
gainſt the Dutch, in which the French yet proceeds and tri- 
umphs. So that in this reſpect we have much to redeem 
and retrieve. x 

That Enmity againſt the French was the thing wherein 
this divided Nation did unite, and this occaſion was to be 
laid Hold on, as an opportunity of moment amongſt our 
ſelves. „ 

That the bent and weight of the Nation did lean this 
way, and that was a ſtrong Inducement and Argument to 
incline their Repreſentatives. 15 

That it had been made appear, and that in Parliament, 
that upon the Ballance of the Fench Trade, this Nation was 
determined yearly oοοοο .. or a Million, the value of the 
Goods imported from Fance, annually ſo much exceeding 
that of the Goods exported hence thither, whereby it is 
evident, that ſuch a Sum of the Treaſure and Money. of the 
Nation was yearly exhauſted and carried into France, and 
all this by unneceſſary Wines, Silks, Ribbons, Feathers, &c. 
The faving and retrenching of which Expence and Exhau-- 
ſtion, will in a great degree ſerve to maintain the Charge 
of a War. . 

That the preſent was the beſt time for the purpoſe, and 
that this would give Reputation to the Confederates, and 
| Com- 


—- 
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Comfort and Courage to our beſt Friends immediately, and 
Safety to our Selves in Futurity againſt theO/d perpetual Enemy 
of England. - | 

The Second Adareſs was preſented to His Majeſty, 
March the 3oth. And no Anſwer return'd till April the 1 1th. 
In which Interval the. News came of the French taking of 
Valenciennes and St. Omers, and the Defeat of the Prince of 
Orange at Mont-Caſſel. Upon which this following An- 
ſwer was offered to the Speaker from His Majeſty by Mr. Se- 
cretary Williamſon. | 


C. R. 


] IS Majeſty having conſidered your laſt Addreſs, and findin 

ſome 2 — 1 in Aﬀeairs abroad, thinks TE 
ſary to put you in mind, that the only way to prevent the Dan- 
gers which may ariſe to theſe Kingdoms, muſt be by putting His 
Majeſty timely in a Condition to make ſuch fitting Preparations 4s 
may Enable him to do what may be moſt for the Security of them. 
And if for this reaſon you ſhall deſire to ſit any longer time, His 
' Majeſty is content you may Adjourn now before Eaſter ; and 
meet again ſuddenly after to ripen this matter, and to perfect 
ſome of the moſt neceſſary Bills now depending. 


Given at our Court at Whjte-Hall the 1 1th of April. 16 77. 


This occaſioned a long Debate, and concluded in V oting 
the following Anſwer, which was preſented to His Ma- 
jeſty by the Speaker and the whole Houſe, on Friday, April 
13. 1677. | | 


May it pleaſe Your moſt Excellent Majeſty, 
NVE Your Majeſty's mo ſt Dutiful and Loyal Subjeft the 


' Commons in this preſent Parliament Aſſembled, do with 
great ſatisfattion of mind ' obſerve the regard Your Majeſty is 
pleaſed ro Expreſs to our former Addreſſes, by Intimating to us 
the late Alteration of Affairs abroad, and do return our moſt 

| | humble 


— 
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bumble thanks for your Majeſty's moſt gracious Offer made 
te us thereupon in your laſt Meſſage * and having taken a ſe- 
rious Deliberation of the. ſame, and of the Preparations Tour 


Majeſty hath therein Intimated to us were fitting to be made 


in Order to thoſe publick ends, we have for the preſent provid- 
ed a ſecurity i 

upon which Your Majeſty may raiſe the Sum of 200000 |. 
And if Your Majeſty ſhall think fit to call us together again 


for this purpoſe, in ſome ſhort time after Faſter, by any public ſie- 


nification of Tour Majeſty's pleaſure, commanding our Attendance; 


we ſhall at our next meeting not only be ready to re-imburſe 


Your Majeſty what Sums of Money ſhall be expended upon ſuch 


Extraordinary Preparations as ſhall be made in purſuance of our 
former Addreſſes; but ſhall likewiſe with moſt chearful hearts pro- 
ceed both then, and at all other times, to furniſh your Majeſty with 
ſo large proportions of Aſſiſtance and Supplies upon this 9 as 
may. give your Majeſty and the whole World, an ample Teſtimony 
of our Loyalty and Affection to Your Majeſty's Service, and as 
may enable Your Majeſty by the help of Almighty God, to 
maintain ſuch ſtricter Alliances as you ſhall have entred inte 
againſt all oppoſition whatſoever. 15 


This Addreſs was preſented April the 13th. and u pon 


Eaſter Monday, April 16th. Another Meſſage in Writing 


the Houſe of Commons, (viz.) 
= R. | 


IS Majeſty having conſidered the Anſwer of this Houſe to 

his la Meſſage. about enabling him to mak: fitting Pre- 
parations for theSecurity of theſe Kingdoms, finds by it that they have 
only enabled him to borrow 200000 l. upon a Fund given him for 
other uſes; His Majeſty de oy therefore this Houſe ſhould know, 
and he hopes they will always believe of him, that not only that Fund 


from His Majeſty, was delivered by - Secretary Williamſon to 


3 


but any other within his Power BY be engaged to the utmoſt 


3 


9 in a Bill for an Additional Duty of Exciſe, 
7 


— 


. . 3 
for the Perſervation of his Kingdoms ; but as his Maje- 
ſties Condition is (which his Majeſty doubts not but is as well known 
to this Houſe as himſelf) he muſt tell them plainly, that without 
the Sum of Six hundred thouſand pounds, or Credit for ſuch 4 
Sum, upon new Fonds, it will not be poſſible for him to ſpeak ar aft 
thoſe things which ſhould anſwer the ends of their ſeveral Addreſſes, 
without expoſing the Kingdom to much Greater danger: His Maje- 
ſty doth further acquaint you, that having done his part, and laid 
the true State of things before you, he will not be wanting to uſe the 
rg for the ſafety of his People, which his preſent condition is 
Capable of. a VV 
6 Given at our Court at White-Hall, April. 16. 1677. 


Thereupon the Houſe fell into preſent Conſideration of an 
Anſwer, and in the firſt place, it was agreed to return great 
thanks to his Majeſty for his Zeal for the ſafety of 
the Kingdom and the hopes he had given them that 
he was convinced and {atisfied, ſo as he would ſpeak and 
act according to what they had deſired, and they reſblved to 
give him the utmoſt affurance, that they would ſtand, by him, 
and ſaid no Man could be unwilling to give a fourth or third 
part to fave the reſidue. But they ſaid they ought, to conſider 
that now they were a very thin Houſe, many. of their Members 
being gone home, and that upon ſucha Ground as they could 
not well blame them; for it was upon a prefumption that the 
Parliament ſhould riſe before Eater, as had been intimated from 
his Majeſty within this fortnight, and univerſally expected ſince: 
and it would be un Parliamentary, and very ill taken 
by their Fellow-members, if in this their Abſence, they ſhould 
ſeal the priviledge of granting moneys and the Thanks whi 
are given for it; that this was a National Bufineſs if ev 
any were, and therefore fit.to be handled in a full National 
Repreſentative, and if it had hitherto ſeemed to go up hill, 
there was a greater cauſe to put the whole ſhoulder to it, 
and this would be aſſuring, animating, and ſatisfactory to 
the whole Nation. But they Taid it was not their mind to 
give or ſuffer any delay, they would deſire a Receſs but for 
three Weeks or a Month at moſt. i 
An 
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ſuch a ſhort time, 


(79) | 
And the 200000l. which they had provided for preſent 
uſe, was as much as could be laid out in the mean time ;tho? his 
Majeſty had 6000001. more ready told upon the Table. 
And therefore they thought it moſt reaſonable and adviſa- 


ble, that his Majeſty ſhould ſuffer them to adjourn for ſuch a 


time; in the Interim of which his Majeſty might, if he pleaſed, 
make ule of the 200000 l. and might alſo compleat the deſired 
Alliances, and give notice by Proclamation to all Members to 
attend at the time appointed. 


The Anſwer is as followeth, and was. read and agreed | 
War: to the ſame day. 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty. £10 

WV your Majeſties moſt Loyal Subjects, the Commons in this 
preſent Parliament Aſſembled, having conſidered your Ma- 

jeſties laſt Meſſage, and the gracious Expreſſions therein contained, 
for imploying your Majeſties whole Revenue at any time to raiſe mo- 
ney for the Preſervation of your * Majeſties Kingdoms; do find great 
cauſe to return our moſt Humble Thanks to your Majeſty for the 
ſame, and to deſire Your - Majeſty to reſt aſſured, that you ſhall find 
as much Duty and Affection in us, as can be expected from a moſt 
al People, to their most Gracious Sovereign, And whereas Your 
Majeſty is pleaſed to ſignify to us, that the Sum of 200000 l. is 
not ſufficient without a further Supply, to enable Your Majeſty to Speak 
or Att thoſe things which are deſired by Your People; We humbly 
take leave to acquaint Your Majeſty, that many of our Members 
(being upon an expettation of an Adjournment befare Eaſter) are gone 
into their ſeveral Countries, we cannot think it —— in their 


Abſence, to take upon us the granting of Money, but do therefore deſire 


Tour Majeſty to. be 2 that this Houſe may Adjourn it ſelf for 

ne, before the Sum of 200000 l. can be expended, as 
Tour Majeſty ſhall | think fit, and by Your Royal Proclamation to 
Command the Attendance of all aur Members at the day of Meeting. 
By which time we hope Tour Majeſty may have ſo formed Your Aſ- 


Fairs and fixed Your Alliances, in purſugnce of our former Agdreſ- 


ſes, that Tour Majeſty may be —_— pleaſed to impart them 
1 2 ts 
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to us in Parliament; and we no ways doubt but at our next A, 
ſen bling, Jour Majeſty will not only meet with a Compliance in 
the Supply Your Majeſty Deſires, but withal, ſuch farther Aſ- 
fiſkance as the poſture of Tour Majeſty's Affairs ſhould require. In 
Confidence whereof, we hope Your Majeſty will be encouraged in the 
mean time to Spenk an Act ſuch things as Your Majeſty ſhall judge 
neceſſary for attaining theſe great Ends, as we have formerly repre- 
ſented to Your Majeſty. | | 


Upon this the Parliament was Adjourned from April the 
16th, to! the 21/7. of Aay following when they 
Met, and Adjourned till Wedneſday Ma the 23d. at which 
time his Majeſty ſent a Meſſage for the Houſe to attend 
him preſently at the Banquetting Houſe in Mhitehal, where 
he made the following Speech to them. _ 


Gentlemen, 


W Have ſent for you hither, that I might prevent thoſe . Mi- 
ſtakes and Diſtruſts which I find ſome are ready to make, 
as if I bad called you together only to get Money from you, 
for other uſes than you would have it imployd. I do aſſure you, 
on the Word of a King, that you ſhall not repent any Truſt you 
repoſe in me, for the ſafety of my Kingdoms, and I deſire you 
to believe I would not break my. Credit with you; but as I have 7 
already told you, that it will not be poſſible for me to Speak or 
Act thoſe things which ſhould Anſwer the ends of your ſeveral 
Addreſſes, without expoſing my Kingdoms to much greater dan- 
gers, ſo 1 Declare to you again, I will neither hazard m 
own Safety, nor yours, until I be in a better condition than 
J am able to put my Self, both to defend my Subjects and offend 
my Enemies. | 1 N 
I do further aſſure you, I have not loſt one day ſince your 0 
laſt meeting, in doing all I could for your Defence; and I 
tell you plainly, it. ſhall be your fault and not mine, if your 01 
Security be not ſufficiently provided for. 


A 


The 
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The Commons returning to their Houſe, and the Speech 


being Read, they reſolved into a Committee of the whole 


Houſe to conſider of it. There was an extraordinary full 
Houſe, and the following Vote paſſed, upon the Queſtion, with 
very general Conſent, there being but two Negative Voices to 
= ** | | 


Reſolved, 


Hat an Addreſsbe made to the King, that his Majeſty would 

be pleaſed to enter into 4 League Offenſive and Defenſive 
with the States General of the United Provinces, and to make 
ſuch other Alliances with others of the Confederates, as his Majeſty ſhall 
think fit againſt the Growth and Power of the French King, and 
for the Preſervation of the Spaniſh-Netherlands 5 and that 4 
Committee be appointed to draw up the Addreſs, with Reaſons 
why this Houſe cannot comply with his Majeſty's Speech, until ſuch 
Alliances be entred into; and further ſhewing the Neceſſity of the 
ſpeedy making ſuch Alliances ;, and, when ſuch Alliances are made, 
giving his Majeſty aſſurance of ſpeedy and chearful Supplies, from 


time to time, for ſupporting and maintaining ſuch Alliances. 


To which (the Speaker re-aſſuming the Chair, and this 


being reported) the Houſe agreed and appointed a Com- 


mittee: 
And Adjourned over Aſcenſion-day till Friday. 
In the Interim, the Committee appointed met, and drew: 


the Addreſs according to the above-mentioned Order, a true 


Copy of which is here annexed. 
| May it pleaſe Your moſt Excellent Majeſty, 


Our Majeſty's moſt Lal and Dutiful Subjects, the Cum- 
mons in Parliament 7 led, having talen into their ſeri- 


ous Conſideration, your Majeſty's Gracious Speech, we do be- 


ſeech your Majeſty, to believe it is a great Aﬀiiftion to them, to 


find themſelves obliged (at preſent) to decline the granting jour 


Ma 


end; in doing which ( that no time may be loſt) we humb 


. 


Majeſty the Supply your Majeſty is pleaſed to demand, conceiv- 
ing it is not agreeable to the Uſage of Parliament, to grant 
Supplies for maintenance of Wars and Aliances, before they 


are © ſignified in Parliament (which the two Wars againſt the 


States of the United Provinces, ſince your Majeſty's happy Reſtora- 
tion, and the League made with them in January 1668. for Pre- 
ſervation of the Spaniſh-Netherlands, ſufficiently prove, without 


. troubling your Majeſty with Inſtances of greater Antiquity) from 


which Uſage, if we ſhould depart, the Precedent might be of 
dangerous Conſequence in future Times, though your Majeſty's 
Goodneſs gives us great Security during your Majeſly's Reign, 
which we beſeech God long to continue, | 

This Conſideration prompted us in our laſt Addreſs to your 
Majeſty, before our late Receſs, humbly to mention to your Ma- 
jeſty, our Hopes, that before our Meeting again, your Majesty's 
Alliances might be ſo fixed, as that hour Majeſty might be 
Graciouſly pleaſed to impart them to us in Parliament, i that ſo our 


earneft Deſires of Supplying your Majeſty, for Proſecuting thoſe great 


Ends, we had humbly laid before your Majeſty, might meet with no 
Impediment or Obſtruction; being highly 2 of the Neceſſity 
of . ſupporting , as well as making the Alliances, humbly 
Aeſired in our former Addreſſes, and which we ſtill conceive ſo 


important to the Safety of your Majeſty, and your Kingdoms, 


That we cannot (without Unfaithfulneſs to your Majeſty and 
thoſe we repreſent) omit upon all Occaſions, humbly do beſeech your 
Majeſty, as we do now; To enter into a League, Offenſive 
and Defenſive, with the States General of the United Pro- 
vinces, againſt the Growth and' Power of the French King, 
and for the Preſervation of the Spauiſh- Netherlands, and to 
make ſuch other Alliances, with other ſuch of the Confe- 
derates, as your Majeſty ſhall think fit and uſeful to that 

ly offer 
to your Majeſty theſe Reaſons for the expediting of it. 4 * | 
1. That if the Entring into ſuch Alliances ſhould draw on 4 
War with the French King, it would te. leſs detrimental to your. 
71ijeſty's Subjects at this time of the year, they having now few-' 
eft Effects, within the dominion of that King. 2. That 
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2. That though we have great reaſon to believe the Power of 
the French King to be dangerous to your Majeſty and your Ming. 
doms, when he ſhall be at more leiſure to moleſt us; yet we con- 
ceive the many Enemies he has to deal with at preſent, together 
with the Situation of your g Kingdom, the Unanimity of 


the People in this Cauſe, the Care your Majeſty hath been plea- 
ſed to take of your Ordinary Guard for the Sea, together with 
the Credit provided by the late Act, for an Additional Excife for 
three years, make the Entring into, and declaring Alliances very 
ſafe, until we may in a regular way give your Majeſty ſuch fun- 


ther Supplies, as may enable your Majeſty to ſupport your Alli- 


ances, and defend your Kingdoms. 


Ys Becauſe of” the great Danger and Charge. which muſt ne- 
ceſſarily, fall upon your ings Kingdoms, if (through want of 
| Aſſiſtance, which your Majeſty, 


that timely Encouragement an 


joyning with the States General of the United Provinces, and 
other the Confederates, 2 them) The ſaid States, or any other 


conſiderable part of the Confederates ſhould this next Winter,” or Sum- 
mer, make a Peace or Truce with the French King (the Prevention 
whereof muſt hitherto be acknowledged a ſingularEffectof God's 


Goodneſs to us) which if it ſhould happen, your Majeſty 
would be afterwards neceſſitated with fewer, perhaps with no Alli- 
ances or Aſſiſtance to withſtand the Power of the French 


King, which hath jo long,, and ſo ſucceſsfully contended with ſo ma- 


firiceg he would be able to oppreſs any one Confederate, before 


the reſt | could et to ether, and be in | [o good a Po- 
furt of offending 'him' as they now are, being jeyntiy engaged in 


a War. And if he ſhould be fo ſucceſsful as to male à Peace, 
or diſunite the preſent Confederation againſt him, it is much to 
be feared, whether it would be poſſible ever to re-unite it, at 


leaſt it would be a work, of ſo much time and difficulty, as | 
ajefty's Kingdoms - expoſed to much Miſery 


wolld leave your, 
% Danger. an 


% 
» 
* 


Having. 


557 and ſo Potent Adver ſaries; and whilſt he continues his ver- 
al ancing Greatneſs, muſt always be dangerous to his Neighbours, . 


-— — 4 
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Having thus diſcharged our Duty, in laying before your Ma- 
jeſty the Dangers threatning your Majeſty and your Kingdoms, 
and the only remedies we can think of, for the preventing, ſecu- 
ring, and quieting the minds of your Majeſty's People, with ſome 
few of thoſe Reaſons which have moved us to this, and our for- 
mer Addreſſes, on this Subject; We moſt humbly beſeech your 
Majeſty, to take this matter into your moſt ſerious Conſideration, 
and to take ſuch reſolutions, as may not leave it in the Power of 
any Neighbouring Prince, to rob your People of that Happineſs. 
which they enjoy, under your Majeſty's gracious Government; 
beſeeching your Majeſty to reſt eonfident and aſſured, that when 
your Majefty fhall be pleaſed to declare ſuch Alliances in Parli- 
ment, We ſhall hold our ſelves oblig*d, not only by our Promiſes 
and Aſſurances given, and now with great Unanimity renewed 
in a full Houſe; but by the Zeal and Deſires of thoſe whom 
we repreſent, and by the Intereſts of all aur Safeties, moſt 
chearfully to give your Majeſty ſuch ſpeedy Supplies and Aſſi- 
Fances, as may fully and plentifully anſwer the Occaſions, and 
by God's Bleſſing preſerve your Majeity's Honour, and the Safe- 
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5 of the People. 


All which is moſt humbly ſubmitted to your Majeſty's 
| | great Wiſdow. 


 Fryday May 25th. 1677. - 


Sir John Trevor Reported from the ſaid Committee the 
Addreſs, which was- read and agreed to, and ordered that 
thoſe Members of the Houſe, who. were of his Majeſty's 
Privy Councel, ſhould move his Majeſty to know his Plea- 
_ __ the Houſe might wait upon him, with their 
Addreſs. _ IT fs inod. ar $A. 


Saturday May 26th. 1677. 


The Houſe being fat, had notice, by Mr. Secretary Cu- 
zry, that the King would receive their Addreſs Ties 


„„ 4, * | 
in the Afternoon; at which time they attended the King 
with it, at the Banquetting-houſe in White Hall. Which be- 
ing preſented ; the King Anſwered, That it was Long and 
of great Importance, that he would conſider of it, and give them 
an Anſwer as ſoon as he could. oh 

The Houſe Adjourned till Mondæy, May the 28th. When 
being Sate, they receiv'd notice by Secretary Coventry, that 
the King expected them immediately in the Banquetting- 
Honſo. Whether being come, The King made a Speech to 
them on the Subject of their Addreſs, which Speech, to pre- 
vent miſtakes, His Majeſty read out of His Paper, and then 
delivered the ſame to the Speaker. And His Majeſty added a 
few words about their Adjournment. | 

The King's Speech is as followeth, 

. Gentlemen, -<- 

Jould I have been ſilent, I would rather have choſen to be ſo, 

than to call to mind things ſo unfit for you to medale with, 

as are contained in ſome parts of your Late Addreſſes, wherein you 

have entrenched upon ſo undoubted a Right of the Crown, that Iam 

confident it will appear in no Age (when the Sword was not drawn) 
that che Prerogative of "making Peace aud War bath been ſo 

dangerouſly invaded. * £4 "Ware 

You do not content your ſelves with deſiring me to- enter ints 
ſuch Leagues, as may le far the ſafety of the Kingdom, but you 
tell me what. ſort of Leagues they mut be, and with whom; 
and (as your Addreſs is worded) it is more liable to be under- 
food to be by your Leave, than at your Requeſt, that I ſhould 
make ſuch other Alliances, as ] pleaſe with other of the Confede- 
rates. 

Should ] ſuffer this Fundamental Power of making Peace and 
War to be ſo far Inuattd (though but once) as to have the 
manner and circumſtances of Leagues preſcribed to Me by Par- 
liament, its plain that no Prince or State would any longer 
believe that the Sovereignty of En — reſts in the Comn; 
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Nur could I think my ſelf to ſignify any more to Foreign Prin- 


ces, than the empty Sound of a King. Wherefore you may reſt 
aſſured, that no Condition ſhall make me depart from, -or leſſen 
ſo Eſſential a part of the Monarchy. And I am willing to be- 


lieve ſo well of this Houſe of Commons, that I am confident 


theſe ill Conſequences are not intended by you. | 
Theſe are in ſhort the Reaſons why I can by no means approve 
of your Addreſs, and yet though you have declined to Grant Me 
that Supply which is neceſſary to the Ends of it, I do again 
Declare to you, That as. T have done all that lay in my Power 
ſince your laſt Meeting, ſo J will ſtill apply my ſelf by all the 


means I can, to let the World ſee my Care for the Security and 


Satisfaction of my People, although it may not be with thoſe Ad- 
vantages to them, which by your Aſſiſtances I might have pro- 


cured, 3 
And having ſaid this, he ſignified to them, they ſhould 


Adjourn till the 16th of Jah) next. And upon meeting 
then, were Adjourned till the 34. day of December. 


0 - * * 
9—— — * 


6 


ay it not be worth ; Remembring, who Adviſed 


His Majeſty to make ſuch an Anſwer to his Parlia- 


ment, | 


FINIS. 
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